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Young group collects trash  
 around Mesker Park  

Dave Rockwood, Chairperson Environment Committee  

Five outstanding young people, and some of our outstanding 

WIA members, turned out to clean up around Mesker Park on  

April 25.  

It was a beautiful day to be outside, and the group picked up 

what amounted to about four large bags of litter. The trash 

busters received a surprise visit by Evie, the trash-collecting 

dog, who was brought to the event staging area by her 

friends, Susan and Steve Harp.  

Participants were treated to pizza and the children will receive recognition 

certificates for their very helpful service 

 to our community. The costs of this project came from an Alcoa Youth Lit-

ter Patrol Grant administered by the United Neighborhoods Of Evansville 

(UNOE). 

Dave 

 
Meet  

Master Gardeners  
At membership  

Meeting, May 21  
 

The time of year has ar-

rived when most everyone 

is  anxious to dig  

the soil for planting  

flowers and vegetables.  

So nowôs the time for ex-

pert advice and thatôs ex-

actly what you can get at 

our general meeting, be-

ginning at 7 p.m.  in shel-

ter No. 13 at  beautiful 

Burdette Park. There sev-

eral Master Gardeners will 

discuss a wide variety of 

subjects from preparing 

the soil, planting, and car-

ing for flowers and vegeta-

bles. A question and an-

swer session will follow. 

Refreshments will be 

served at 6:30 p.m.  Come 

early and visit with your 

friends and neighbors. For 

any questions, please  

call DeAnna Outlaw (812) 

589-1657 

Youngsters who helped in the pickup, from left, are Dakota Pagett, 

Coree Cooper, Peytin Pagett, Ariel Smith and Journee Wallace. 



 

 

Fred Padget on Land Use Planning, Part III  

Last month we looked at some of the general guid-

ing principles for the Evansville/Vanderburgh 

County Comprehensive Plan. Today, weôll start to 

look at the desired land use pattern and the devel-

opment goals, objectives and policies that provide 

guidance for land use decisions. 

 

As stated in the plan ñThe underly-

ing principal of the land use plan is 

to assure that Evansville and Van-

derburgh County can reasonably 

accommodate the expected and de-

sired changes in an orderly manner 

that meets the needs and vision of 

the community.ò The plan also con-

siders transportation factors, parks, 

environmental quality, urban design and a host of 

other factors associated with good, sound land use. 

 

The plan is based on the following general themes: 

ðthe need for responsible and orderly growth 

and economic development; 

ðthe need to maintain and revitalize the Cen-

tral Business District and Urban Core ar-

eas; 

ðthe conservation of natural, cultural and his-

toric resources; public and private invest-

ments, and other unique community assets; 

ðthe need to maintain, protect and where nec-

essary revitalize Evansville's existing 

neighborhoods since they are a vital com-

munity resource; 

ðthe need to maximize the use of the existing 

infrastructure and undeveloped or underuti-

lized land within the City through infill 

development.  

 

One of the major objectives in the plan for general 

land use is that growth should grow outwardly 

from the central business district and other major 

activity centers into areas with lower density devel-

opment. Growth first should occur as infill devel-

opment which might mean using vacant lots, exist-

ing buildings or replacing deteriorated buildings. It 

may also include changing a propertyôs use from a 

low intensity use such as a parking lot to a higher 

intensity use such as offices or stores.  Where this 

is not  possible, the growth should be contiguous to 

existing built up areas and not leapfrog into rural or 

sparsely developed areas. This is commonly re-

ferred to as spot zoning if it occurs.  

 

Additionally, the transportation network, traffic 

congestion, alternative transporta-

tion modes, storm water runoff, 

available utilities and other sup-

porting infrastructure should be 

carefully considered to prevent 

unnecessary public or private ex-

pense. If new development oc-

curs, the new development should 

incur the full cost or participate in 

the cost of the public infrastruc-

ture (e.g. roads, water and sewer) 

needed to serve these developments through dedi-

cation of easements, and construction of infrastruc-

ture improvements.  Some items of particular inter-

est  in the plan are that impact analyses should be 

used to determine the effect of new developments 

on the environment, road network, educational sys-

tem, community services and utilities; that the Sub-

division Ordinance should be amended to provide 

the APC with the authority to require special stud-

ies and to address off-site improvements to miti-

gate substantial development impacts on commu-

nity infrastructure, services and flooding; and to 

establish the threshold criteria that would initiate 

traffic studies for new development. 

 

Another objective of the general land use plan em-

phasizes development characteristics that enhance 

Evansville's vision through urban design and his-

toric preservation. In regard to historic preserva-

tion, the plan promotes preservation and rehabilita-

tion of historic sites for public and private use 

(think of the old post office or the old Greyhound 

station).The plan seeks to have defining elements 

of historic buildings preserved, existing focal 

points strengthened and new focal points created to 

connect elements of historic and natural impor-

tance, creating interest and variety in the commu-

nity landscape.  

 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

 

Growth should be 

contiguous . . . 

Not leapfrog into 

rural or sparsely 

developed areas. 
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Again this month there is very little to report. 

There were no rezonings within the WIA bounda-

ries on the APCôs, County Commissionersô or City 

Councilôs agendas during April and, at this point, I 

know of none for May. 

 

We have been informed about a proposed rezoning 

of 3911 Broadway Ave. which is known as The 

Korner from Commercial, C-2, to Commercial, C-

4. The property is owned by Richardson Homes, 

LLC. This property is currently for sale with a C-4 

on the eastern side and across the street. This area 

also has some Residential, R-1, bordering it and 

other R-1 in the area. The city Zoning Code (by my 

count) allows 191 possible uses within a C-4 zon-

ing although some of the uses also require a Spe-

cial Use Permit or must meet other restrictions. 

Some of the potential uses are not compatible with 

residential areas and we, most likely, will seek a 

Use and Development Commitment to eliminate 

some of those possibilities. The petition is to be 

heard by the APC on July 9 and by the City Coun-

cil on Aug. 10. 

 

The proposed rezoning for Majestic Place, the ap-

proximate 220 acres west of University Parkway, is 

apparently still on hold. I've not heard anything 

from anyone in a month or more other than general 

discussion. I did have a call the other day from 

someone who told me they had heard the commer-

cial was off the table with only the over 55, as-

sisted living and student housing remaining. I 

wouldn't take that to the bank but it would be a step 

in the right direction. Iôve also heard from another 

source that the commercial is going to either be 

eliminated or reduced and the number of senior 

housing units and assisted living units increased. 

At this point, we just donôt know what the plan is 

or if there is a plan. Weôll wait and see, keep our 

ears to the ground and let you know when we get 

some verifiable information. 

 

Since I have some space left, Iôd like to update you 

on some other happenings. The Smart Growth 

Group has put together a proposal for landscape 

islands in parking lots. These may include trees but 

could also contain shrubbery or other types of land-

scaping. Some developers already incorporate these 

into their parking lots but this would be an encour-

agement for others to do the same. In studying this, 

the group learned that shoppers 

are willing to pay a higher price 

for products from stores with 

aesthetically pleasing parking 

and businesses are willing to pay 

higher rental rates for space. It 

has been presented to the Mayor 

and some of the County Com-

missioners and seemed to be 

well received. Weôll let you 

know more as this proceeds. The 

group is currently working on a proposal for pro-

tection of riparian ways and water ways. 

 

The Greenway is in the process of refurbishing the 

Marchand Bridge which is the railroad bridge near-

est the river along Ohio Street. This site will be a 

trailhead for the Greenway with signs of text and 

graphics explaining some of the history associated 

with the bridge and immediate area. This trailhead 

will be connected to the Shirley James Historical 

Interpretive Site which is also under construction. 

There is also additional Greenway currently under 

construction with more in the bidding process. 

 

And, there is a new group in town. Just in the proc-

ess of being organized, it is a coalition of public 

and private organizations and individuals interested 

in walking, running and bike pathways for im-

proved health and alternate forms of transportation. 

As yet a name has not been chosen for the group. 

The intent is to provide additional pathways around 

the city and county, and connect with surrounding 

cities and counties. The group will not conflict with 

Greenway construction or operation but rather pro-

vide additional, less formal facilities for walkers, 

runners and bikers to create a more extensive net-

work of pathways in the Tri-State region. I would 

expect youôll hear more soon if not already, proba-

bly in the form of a public announcement. 

 

We will keep you updated on these and other 

events as they occur. Agendas and minutes for both 

the APC and BZA including Staff Reports can be 

viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com. 

 

As always, be involved. 

 

Land use update by Fred Padget  
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Fred 



Land use planning (. . . Continued from page 2) 

 

Other items concerning development characteris-

tics and, Iôm sure, of interest to the Smart Growth 

Group, include encouragement of natural resource 

corridor protection to improve and preserve the 

water quality of streams, wildlife habitat and rural 

character; acquisition of scenic or conservation 

easements to protect natural and man-made envi-

ronmental resources; investigating a change for 

sign requirements in the zoning code to enhance 

and improve signage as a contributing element in 

the aesthetic quality of the community in general 

and particularly along major corridors and at I-69 

interchanges; research the feasibility of placing 

overhead utility lines underground within new ma-

jor subdivisions and redeveloped areas; evaluate 

establishing criteria for burying existing lines; and 

investigate changing the parking requirements in 

the zoning code to reduce the amount of impervi-

ous pavement required and establish criteria to al-

low for permeable surfaces. 

 

Further the plan discourages rezonings that will 

require a variance to meet code requirements; and 

encourages progressive site design and compliance 

with all zoning code requirements to reduce the 

need for variances. 

 

We covered a lot in this article and next month 

weôll look at some of the specifics contained in the 

Comprehensive Plan regarding residential develop-

ment and related concerns. The complete version of 

the Comprehensive Plan can be viewed at 

www.evansvilleapc.com and at most local libraries. 

And, if you have any comments or questions, 

please contact me at fcpadget@aol.com or 428-

2529.  
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            YES, I WANT TO HELP WIA  
Cut out this section and indicate your choice or make a note on your check. 

 

ðGeneral - Apply my donation where itôs most needed.  

ðAdopt-A-Spot - Apply my donation toward flowers, plants, and mulch. 

ðFall Festival Booth - Apply my donation to help maintain our booth.  

ðMemorial for Shirley James - Apply my donation to this project. 

ðScholarship - Apply my donation to the scholarship fund. 

 

Please send your donation to: 

  P.O. Box 6172, West Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172  

 

Your contributions are tax-deductible 

WIA  welcomes new members: 

Davie Sue Litov 

Gene Hollencamp 

RUMMAGE SALE  
Hilltop Neighborhood Association 

7a.m.ð1p.m., June 6  

 Pine Haven Rehab Parking lotð3400 Stocker Drive off 

Harmony Way 
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Membership Application  
Individualð$10/year  Full-time Studentð$5/year  Corporate/Organizationð$25/year 

Householdð$15/year  Centuryð$100/year 
 

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the West Side. 

Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 

47719-0172 
 Name:  ééééééééééééééééé Occupation:  ééééééééééééééééé. 

 

Home Address:  ééééééééééééé.. Business Address:  ééééééééééééééé 

 

City/State/Zip:  ééééééééééééé .. City/State/Zip:  éééééééééééééééé.  

 

Home Phone:  éééééééééééééé. Business Phone:  ééééééééééééééé.. 

 

E-mail:  ééééééééééééééééé Membership Category:  éééééé 

May 16 Electronics Recycling DayðCivic Center 

 8 am to noon 

May 21 WIA General Meeting 

June 6 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

June 24 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

July 11 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

July 22 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Aug. 1 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Aug. 26 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Sept. 12 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Sept. 12 Tox-Away DayðRoberts Stadium 

 9 am to 3 pm 

Sept. 19 WIA Membership Picnic - Noon 

 Burdette Park 

Sept. 23 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Sept.26   Electronics Recycling DayðCivic Center 

 8 am to noon 

Oct. 3 Tire Recycling DayðCivic Center 

 8 am to noon 

Oct. 3 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Oct. 5-10 Westside Nutclub Fall Festival 

Oct. 28 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Nov. 7 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Nov. WIA Banquet  

Dec. 5 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Calendar for 2009  

*Recycle Days  8 am ï 12 noon.Items to bring: Aluminum cans, Metal food cans, glass containers, cardboard, catalogs/

magazines, newspapers, mixed paper, #1 & #2 plastic bottles.  Vanderburgh County Residents Only. For information call the 

Remember 

General Meeting 

Burdette Park 

Shelter # 13 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Thursday, May 21 

Meet Master Gardeners �³  Learn 
about planting and caring for flow-

ers and vegetables.  
 

 Refreshments will be served at 
6:30 p.m.  


