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From the President by DeAnna Outlaw

Due to the
weather, we did-
not pub
newsletter in
February. I
apologize  for
any inconven-
ience this may
have  caused.

Garden and our speaker is Amos best for the environment and its
Morris, the new director. residents or will it be one of run-
e away development that is fueled by
WIA was fortunate to receive an greed with no thought to the future?
Alcoa Youth Litter Patrol Grant. Fred Padget has been following the
The purpose of the grant is to in- proposed Majestic Place develop-
volve children in the clean-up of ment closely. His articles are al-
their neighborhoods so that they ways thought provoking and spot
may understand the value of a clean on. This month is no exception.

Hopefully, eve- i DA environment and have fun doing it.

H eANnna
ryone _has their _ Pl ease read D_a % WORDS OF WISDOM
electricity restored, most if notall cl e f or mor e i n
th%:jlmbs and bra_mc:es picked up, rI]?e qfu !I errp f or Tr Ie S8 woadl amd 0
and damages repaired. ow fragile this majestic natural | <)o oo 2 forest fire, in magnitude

resource truly can be. at least, but a single tree is like a

dancing tongue of flame to warm
t he hdoedal Bdrland

Our first General Meeting for the

year wil |l be MaWilathlegdc® will wé feave @uix
to announce that the meeting will grandchildren? Will it be one of
be at Mesker Park Zoo & Botanic thoughtful growth and what is truly

MEMBERSHIP DUES DUE inside Join Us At Amazonia
. irst General Meeting of the
We changed our bylaws to establish March 1 ur hrs
Page 2 year will be at Mesker Park Zoo
as the date for dues payment. So your 2009 |/ Fred Padgetonlanduse | Thursday, March 19, 7:00 pm i
dues are due now. planning ’ ’

9:00 pm with refreshments at 6:30

Page 3 r%
We know t hat it h a s|m Oudnduschpee Nt éi‘he spelak%rnwﬂl besth'e He\(/:v Sirec-

some of you paid your 2008 dues, but this |Page 4

transition to a spring due date helps us from |® Dave Rockwood on the tor, Amos Morri
an administrative perspective Environment yet experienced Amazonia, this is
' Page 5 your chance. Plus, you will get to

. Co ® Transportation committee | meet Mr. Morris and hear what his
Your continued membership is critical to the ,eportp P
vision is for our zoo.

success of the Westside Improvement ASSO- |e  mMembership application Enter through the new entrance at

ciation and very important to us. If you have |page 6 . . . ,
any question about where you stand on your |e Musings by McCallister Amazonia. We will be in the Cate.

dues payment s, donoélPageh esi tateIf%/ogha\@gqquuestigr}s,?pléase

Padget at 428-2529 or e-mail at |e Landuse continued contact DeAnna Outlaw” ar 589-
fepadget@aol.com. 1657 or email dpoutlaw@aol.com
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Last month we finished our series Plan has been adopted by resolu-

on Zoning and Rezoning but the Land use tion in Evansville, Vanderburgh

articles can still be viewed at the /annin County and the Town of Darm-

Westside Improvement website '0 a g stadt. Sounds good so far T but
http://westsideimprovement.org/ and the uftimate tenic36-746 03 s a ys fAthe |

zoning_101.htm or in the United use commission and the legislative
Neighborhoods of Evansville body shall pay reasonable regard
newsletter at http:// of our land to: (1) the compreher

unoevansville.org/
Newsletter.htm.

The phrase fApay reasc

/qu/de, I./aﬂed’gar d tod means that
nter es[//’)g APC nor the legislative bodies

This new series is going to ex- are required to follow the Com-

pand into the area of land use an d //77,00f tant prehensive Plan. It boggles my

planning. Land use planning and subjec[ mind. But, it is an important

the ultimate use of our land is a document and provides guidance

wide, varied, interesting and im- for good land use planning if, as a

portant subject with no lack of of tables and eonmunityiwe have thelwillénd cal | e d
opinion. I 6 m c ¢he BvamsvilteVanderbuogh — a rdesiee 1o use it.

pert in land use planning but if I~ County Comprehensive Planand We &6 | | |l eave the subj e

can encourage you to think about covers most every area of land and let you ponder it. In the next

it enough to be concerned and, use planning. It can be viewedat f ew ar t i c| edspth we ol | I

better yet, become involved with  www.evansvilleapc.com/ at the Comprehensive Plan with

 and use deci s icomppkn.htmland isavdilablé at arf egeédolstrengthening the term

my time in doing this serieswill mo st | i brariesfAipWgdblrleadionabse irtegat

be worthwhile. length in forthcoming articles. |l ater weol | get into
Indiana Code does not require phies of land use planning, and

| 6ve been i nv o lthat&cdunty oncity haseadon-u smvbat other communities are do-

issues in Evansville and Vander- ing code but they may choose to  ing about it.

burgh County as it involves the  do so as contained in IC 36-7-4-

WIA for several years. Acom-  202. And, if a jurisdiction has Recently, 1 06ve recei\y

ment | hear v e mdegidedtd have aroningcoddi w hrefererates and research material

we allow that specific land use to  (which we have) it must have a  dealing with land use and will be

happeniwhy donét wemprbhansive Plaa as contained sharing them in the articles. If

pl an?0 Well , waenlGB6-7-48501dnd adaptédy ay ou have any comment s

very good one. theappdopriat2egidativp ody.e dike to send me, please do so at

long with many additional pages In our case, the Comprehensive  fcpadget@aol.com or 428-2529.

MEET YOUR LEGISLATORS

Evansville Central Library
March 21, April 18
9:30 am (doors open at 9 am)

There are two more Meet Your Legislators sessions. Take advantage of this opportunity to in-
teract with your local State legislators.



Land use update by Fred Padget

Because of the recent ice storm
(which 1 6m sti
catching up fr
while since my last report. But
the Land Use Committee, operat-
ing in its normal 24/7 mode, has
continued to be involved.

Much of our recent activity has
revolved around the proposed
Majestic Place development.
This concerns about 220 acres on
the west side of University Park-
way between Middle Mt. Vernon
and Hogue Road. It is proposed
to be rezoned from Agricultural
to Residential R-3 and R-4, and
Commercial C-4. It is planned to
be divided into these basic uses:

IPrior tac |
ohersphed-
uled hear-
ing on

Jan. 20,
many con-
versations
with the
Commis-
sioners
and the pe-
titionerds
an attempt to reach some com-
mon ground. Eventually, the peti-
tioner agreed to ask the Commis-
sioners to send it back to the APC
for possible revision based on
what might come out of a meet-

Fred

50 acres would be devoted to sen- ing with the concerned neighbors.

ior (over 55) housing, nearly 14
acres to assisted living facilities,
50 acres to student housing, and
105 acres to commercial develop-
ment. The owners are Gene Pfeif-
fer and Sheldon and Linda
Downey, with Gene Hahn as de-
veloper.

The Area Plan Commission heard
this petition on Nov. 13 and rec-
ommended approval, 8 to 1. It
was to be heard by the County
Commissioners on Nov.18 but
was continued until Jan. 20,
2009. Prior to the Commissioners
hearing, there were three large
meetings of concerned neighbors,
with several sub-groups working
on petition gathering, researching
information, meeting with many
different individuals who have a
stake in the outcome of the deci-
sion or influence over it, and
many other connected tasks. Ad-
ditionally, there was and still is
much media coverage.

Even so, many neighbors ap-
peared at the Civic Center for the
previously scheduled hearing.
After some comments and a short
address by the Commission Presi-
dent, the group adjourned to the
outer hallway where they spoke
to some media and discussed
their respective positions.

Later that evening, a meeting be-
tween the petitioner, developer,
their representatives and con-

This is
simply leapfrog
development and
mega spot
zoning

cerned neighbors did take place.
Some of the concerns expressed
included increased traffic conges-
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tion and traffic safety, decrease in
adjapent property value, the fact
that the development is not in
character with the existing
neighborhood, light and noise
pollution, potentially poor design
causing unsightly development
(the big box mentality) and drain-
age. Other concerns included the
extremely large size of the pro-
posed commercial area i about
1.5 times the size of Eastland

at t dallingeyns of dcresd é&ndthel a c e

potentially detrimental effect on
surrounding businesses, including
Franklin Street, North Park, Pearl
Drive and possibly even Eastland
Mall.

With an average population
growth in Vanderburgh County
of only 0.3 percent the past sev-
eral years, with Lawndale a near
ghost town, and an approximate
30 percent commercial vacancy
rate in the area, infill develop-
ment as called for in the Compre-
hensive Plan would be more ap-
propriate, especially for the bene-
fit of the greater community.
And, with the nearest commercial
area approximately 2.5 miles
away, this is simply leap-frog
development and mega spot zon-
ing.

Additionally, many opposed the
student housing and felt that if
there is a need for more such
housing it would be more appro-
priate on campus. Many also felt
that student housing would not be
a good combination with the over
-55 and assisted living housing in
close proximity.

Continued page 7
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A REQUIEM FOR THE TREES

by Dave Rockwood, Environmental Committee Chairman

In my previous career as a forest ecologist | met thousands

wind storm is not s olivee dut
neither would | care to re-live the ice storm that ravaged |3
this area in late January. The misery this brutal weather
.| event inflicted will long be remembered, and we will long |
- see the scars of the storm damage in the maimed trees that [
surround us. Many of us are feeling loss for dead or disfigured trees that we had
come to regard as familiar and permanent, sort of like good neighbors who you
think will never move away.

Trees provide stormwater retention, air filtration, carbon sequestration, oxygen from CO2, windbreaks,
shade, wood and pulp products, medicinal chemicals, and food. We are sheltered, nourished, and in-
spired by trees, both physically and spiritually. Trees have always been integral to human survival and
prosperity. And the stories of trees often become entwined with our own personal and family stories.
There are cities and counties that have adopted ordinances that provide extensive, enforceable protection
to trees, and some also place a monetary value on trees for the ecosystem services that they provide.
Those values may be used as fines for the unauthorized removal of trees from public property. As winter
moves steadily towards spring, now is the time to begin planning to plant new trees. Please plant new
trees this spring if you have room for them to grow. And if you have concerns about damage to your
trees, or pruning questions, visit a library or call a certified arborist for answers.

AThe groves were Godds first temples. o
- William Cullen Bryant, A Forest Hymn

Alcoa Grant and CleanUp Project

The Westside Improvement As-  We need your help in involving kids or grandkids that would be
sociation was awarded a generous children in this project. willing to assist.
grant by the Alcoa Corporationto The WIA board of directors will ~ This is an excellent opportunity
involve children in a litter patrol  make contacts with area schools  to get our youth involved in a
project in the community. to recruit children, but we would  community service project while
like to have children from the also showing them how a clean
We have identified three areas WI A member s hi p @énwirofmenttriunips aditteredp a r -
that will be targeted for clean up, ticipate as well. Please contact one. The youth will also receive
and so we may hold three litter myself or President DeAnna Out- certificates of recognition and be
removal events between late law (contact information on last  treated to a meal at a local restau-
April and sometime in June. page of newsletter) if you have rant.

IMPORTANT DATES

Recycle Dayat the Old Wal-Mart West runs from 8 a.m. to noon on Saturday March 7.

Greenway CleanUp Day: Volunteers are encouraged to join students from the University of Evans-
ville for a major spring cleaning event along the Pigeon Creek Greenway on Saturday, March 28 from 10
a.m until 2 p.m. Volunteers will meet at the Bosse Field parking lot at Garvin Park and disperse to vari-
ous sites along the Greenway.
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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT

by Dave Rockwood
The difficulty of seeing lane lines at Fulton and State Road 62 was brought up at a WIA board meeting.
It is a serious issue. I recently spoke with Hami
change construction. He said that several approaches have been taken to improve lane visibility, and that
it is an ongoing effort. When temperatures rise, another application to create more visible lines will be
made. And reflective markers are being considered
has passed. For now, take it slow through the intersection and be extra attentive.

Thanks to the City and the INDOT for finally making the Ohio Street train crossing advanced warning
system a reality. After many delays the motorist warning system went online recently, providing flash-
ing beacons that can be seen i when a train is crossing i on the several approaches to Ohio Street, allow-
ing motorists to make alternative route selections before getting in a queue waiting for the train to pass.
This will save time, fuel, and reduce air pollution and traffic congestion around Ohio Street.

Calendar for 2009

Mar 7 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West Aug. 1 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West
Mar 19 WIA General Meeting 7 pmi 9 pm Aug. 26 WIA Board Meeting 4 pmi 5:30 pm
Refreshments 6:30 pm Red Bank Branch Library

Mesker Park Zoo & Botanical Gardens- Sept. 12 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West
Speakeri Amos Morris, Director Sept. 19 WIA Membership Picnic - Noon
April 4 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West Burdette Park
April 19 WIA Board Meeting 4 pmi 5:50 pm Sept. 23 WIA Board Meeting 4 pmi 5:30 pm
Red Bank Branch Library Red Bank Branch Library
May 2 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West Oct. 3 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West
May 21 WIA General Meeting Oct. 5-10Westside Nutclub Fall Festival
June 6 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West Oct. 28 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm 1 5:30 pm
June 24 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm i 5:30 pm Red Bank Branch Library
Red Bank Branch Library Nov. 7 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West
July 11 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West Nov. WIA Banquet
July 24 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm 7 5:30 pm Dec. 5 *Recycle Daysi old Wal-Mart West

Red Bank Branch Library

*Recycle Days 8 am 1 12:noon.ltems to bring: Aluminum cans, Metal food cans, glass containers, cardboard, catalogs/
magazines, newspapers, mixed paper, #1 & #2 plastic bottles. Vanderburgh County Residents Only. For information call the
Solid Waste District (812) 436-7800 or www.vanderburghgov.org

Membership Application
Individuald $10/year Full-time Studentd $5/year Corporate/Organizationd $25/year
Householdd $15/year Centuryd $100/year

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the West Side.
Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville, IN

47719-0172
Name: é 6 6 é6éééééeéeéééeééeé Occupation: €éééééeéeéeeceeageee
Home Addr ess: eéééécééeéBpésgiebess Address eéééééaceé
City/ Statel Zi p: ééécéecieepkdeatel/ Zip éeéeéeéeéeéagceé
Home Phone: céééééeééeéeéepéeiéness Phone: €Eéééééeééegeceé
E-mai | : eééeééeéeéeceéeéebBlémber ship Category: eéeegeé




MUSINGS OF AN INNOCENT BYSTANDER

by Steve McCallister

This column is intended to stimulate thought and ps
haps corrective action as needed. While-pantisan, it
does NOT represent the thoughts or any official stal
of the Westside Improvement Association or its Dirg

tors. Readership input is appreciated.

Remember when we only had one company pro-
viding us with telephone service? Those were the
days, maybe. Then one day, we got another com-
pany to provide us with cable TV. Fast forward to
the blurry amalgam of multiple providers bringing
us telephone, and cable, and the broadband internet
that we have today. Like the old days, they can
transport their private company product via the
public right of way without fear of local regulation.

Here in Vanderburgh County, and the City of
Evansville, we too are seeing the advent of multi-
ple provider technology hardware: witness the
rapid and sometimes unwanted placement of cell
phone towers. Fortunately for us, these towers
cannot be placed on the public rights-of-way, and
do require rezoning for their erection, although

lations.  Perhaps drawing on

what the company has learned

from other locales, it purchased

space in a neighboro
for its box: a 20 foot square

space.

Access to it, though, is via city

right-of-way. Now, construction

is done. The picture illustrates

Steve the lovely installation, so in keep-
ing with the residential character
of the neighborhood.

And they can legally do this i site these things
wherever they want, with no interference. Further-
mor e, it appears they
for a clearly industrial application. They can build
what they want, where they want and when they
want. Things that every other entity or citizen in
the county have to follow, they do not. There is
absolutely no notification of affected neighbors;
there is no zoning change or variance; there is no

site review; provision is not

donot

multiple attempts are
made for exemption or
zoning variances.

While towers are regu- [
lated, a relatively new
phenomenon is not.
This new phenomenon is
a iboxo o]
Aboxeso the
interface between fiber |
optic technology and
copper ite
bles, accompanied with some high voltage lines to
power the transfer.

In some cities, notably Denver, San Francisco, La-
fayette (LA) and some Chicago suburbs, these
Aboxesod have come und
in the public rights-of-way, or plunked down willy-
nilly in residential neighborhoods. These are not
small inconspicuous boxes. They are the perfect
blank canvas for local graffiti artists.

My little street, where it meets Harmony Way, now
has the dubious honor of having one of these instal-

.| made for disruption of traf-
. fic during construction, nor
for service vehicle parking
after installation.  They
donot even
silt fence when they back-
== hoe or change the grade of
the land they use.

have to

When construction started,
| sent an email letter to the
Area Plan Commission and
to the internet address for
the City Council, since it seems my councilperson
does not have a public email address. The email to
the City Councilperson came back as undeliver-
w h 9i I

#3 ffter a Week and a halﬁ Ierecelvgd a wrltte[n
email response from Area Plan which said in sum-
mary, that they have no issue with the installation.
Wel | , maybe they dondt ,
s0? Unless this city and county wants these
fiinstall ations?o everywher e,
making them an issue.

e d° tehietrh

and



Land Use

Continued

The petitioner
several pages of notes so they
could evaluate the concerns and
promised to get back with the
neighbors and update them as to
what they might consider. This
has not been done yet to the best
of my knowledge; however, there
have been some individual meet-
ings between the petitioner and
abutting property owners.

There is much more | could write
but you can visit www.grown.tv
(Grow Responsibly on the West
Side Now) and find a wealth of
information about the proposed
project and the associated con-
cerns. At this
the hands of the APC awaiting
whatever changes the petitioner
mi ght make.
continue to watch and be in-
volved with this large project that
could possibly have a long term
adverse effect on both the nearby
neighbors as well as the entire
region.

In our last report, we also told
you about a request to rezone
about 11 acres from Residential,
R-1 to Residential, R-4 and Com-
mercial, C-1 on the eastside of
the University Parkway at 8530
Middle Mt. Vernon Road. The
property is owned by Gilbert
Hartig and the developer is Ram-

sey Development Corporation
from Tell City. The proposal con-

f T 0m gifed & o sehétate rezoning

etitions. The proposed R-4
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generator, is a needed facility on
the Westside and is a good land
use for that area. It meets most, if
not all, of the criteria for good

Suld Be firhit8d'bya ®)% and © Qafid use planning and the Com-

Development Commitment
(U&DC) to a 55,000 square foot
building consisting of 40 assisted
living beds and 60 skilled nursing
beds for the elderly. It would also
include a second 20,800 square
foot building for memory care of
the elderly. These facilities would
be operated by Trilogy Health
Services. The C-1 is proposed for
doctorso6 offic
U&DC saying it would not allow
student housing or apartments.

The petition to rezone a little
more than seven acres from R-1
to R-4 was heard by the APC o

Fed. Q1. Welexprested cOnhderns® @ G ko nl. N

concerning lighting, noise, deliv-
times, and shielding tragh

Ob ‘?(;E/e&aﬂle% froth viewbforky With

the desire for a privacy fence by
residents on Cherry Hill Drive.
The representative from Ramsey
indicated that our concerns were
addressed in
policies and that a privacy fence
would be built. This petition was
recommended by the APC for
approval 9 to 0 with one absten-
tion and subsequently approved
by the County Commissioners
unanimously at their Feb.17
meeting. The WIA did support
this rezoning because it will com-
plement the nearby neighbor-
hood, will be a low impact traffic

prehensive Plan.

The second petition requesting a
rezoning from R-1 to C-1 was
continued by the APC based on
t he
more time to better determine
what might be developed on
those three plus acres. It had been
indicated that it would be doc-

¢eDramd oddmticaisndbua

surance of that. We had previ-
ously mentioned our opposition
to the proposed C-1 because it
would allow 59 different uses for
commercial and other uses, and
could include a fast food opera-
We
compatible with the neighbor-
hood and could represent a bad
traffic situation on Middle Mt
Vernon and for the neighbor-
hood.

At this time, there are no pro-

boundaries on the March APC
agenda.

We will keep you updated on
these and other events as they
occur. Agendas and minutes for
both the APC and BZA including
Staff Reports can be viewed at
www.evansvilleapc.com.

As always, be involved.

petitionerés

di dnot

reqget

t he

feel

T mpdsed rezgnings withiotpedViAa t i n g

YES, | WANT TO HELP WIA

Cut out this section and indicate your choice or make a note on your check.
0 Generd-Apply my donation where I
0 Adopt-A-Spot- Apply my donation toward flowers, plants, and mulch.
0 Fall Festival Booth- Apply my donation to help maintain our food booth.
0 Memorial for Shirley James- Apply my donation to the memorial project.
0 Scholarship- Apply my donation to the scholarship fund.
Please send your donation to: P.O. Box 6172, West Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172

Your contributions are tax-deductible

t 0s
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Exerting influence upon public and private sectors to accomplish those ob-
jectives which will enhance the natural environment of the west side of Van-
derburgh County and serve the common good of the residents.

Westside Improvement Association officers

President DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com

Sr. Vice President Brenda Jeffers 402-5084 or bjjeffers@vanderburghsurveyor.com
Jr. Vice President Carolyn Stagg catsaald@yahoo.com

Treasurer Fred Padget 428-2529 or fcpadget@aol.com

Secretary Linda Cleek 422-4288 or elcee@insightbb.com

Membership secretary Dot Berning 424-8307

At -large Board of Directors

Standing Committee Chairs

Environment Dave Rockwood Daverockwood@yahoo.com William Allen Joyce Moers

. John Dillingham Shelby Musgrave
Fall Festival DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com :

. Paul Farmer Ava Nix
Land-Use Mike Lockard 401-5249 or mlockard@wowway.com Wayne Gerteisen Phillip Outlaw
Membership Dot Berning 424-8307 or djbern@insightbb.com Bill Harty Chris Reddington
Transportation Bill Harty 424-1501 or wfharty@wowway.com Aphrodite Hudson Mel Runge
Newsletter Pam Locker 476-9760 or alandscaper@hotmail.com Bill Jeffers Dave Rockwood
Bonnie Kolb Sam Wentzel

Michael Lockard

WIA welcomes new members:

Dennis & Deb Eckert
Randy & Janice Ricketts
Jim Riordan, Riordan Properties, LLC
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