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 From the President by DeAnna Outlaw 

 

Inside  

How are we doing?   

 

Typically, we hear about issues, such 

as rezoning or annexation. With the 

large area that WIA encompasses, 

there must be other avenues in which 

we could be of assistance.  WIA exists 

for the enhancement of the West Side 

and its residents.   Our Board of Direc-

tors has done a phenomenal job over 

the months and years and they are very 

much appreciated. 

 

I want to hear from you.  What are we 

doing right or wrong?   In what areas 

or issues would you like to see more 

concentration?  What do you feel 

should be addressed that we arenôt do-

ing? The responses 

will appear in a future 

column; positive and 

negative alike. 

 

You may remain 

anonymous, if you 

wish. 

 

You may contact me 

by phone (812) 589-1657 or email 

dpoutlaw@aol.com 

 

Itôs time to start working the ground 

for our Award Winning Adopt-A-Spot.  

Contact Dot Berning by phone (812) 

4 2 4 - 8 3 0 7  o r  e m a i l 

djbern@insightbb.com 

Wow, did we ever have an awesome 

General Meeting at Amazonia!  Check 

out Mel Rungeôs article. 

 

Our trash pick-up day is scheduled so 

that we may use our UNOE/Alcoa 

Grant.  Dave Rockwood has the de-

tails. 

 
DeAnna 

Youth Litter Clean -Up Day ñ Saturday, April 25 
at  9:30 a.m.  
By Dave Rockwood 

Meet at the Bement Avenue entrance to Mesker Park Zoo.Bring a young person or several 

youths and help us make a difference in our community.  

 

We will pick up litter in the wide right-of -way along St. Joseph Avenue, from Bement 

Avenue downhill, about a quarter mile and back, cleaning both sides of the corridor. Adults 

will serve mainly as safety monitors. Gloves, bags, beverages, and some litter pick-up sticks 

will be provided. Participants should wear sturdy shoes, long pants and a long sleeve shirt 

or jacket.  

 

The grant that we have received from the Alcoa Company and the United Neighborhoods of 

Evansville (UNOE) for the involvement of young people in a litter clean-up effort will al-

low us to treat all participants to a meal at a locally-owned restaurant afterwards. Partici-

pants will also receive a certificate of recognition from the Westside Improvement Associa-

tion. If weather prevents us from completing the job, weôll try it again on Saturday May 2, 

same time and place. 
 

Words of Wisdom 
If you've never been thrilled to 

the very edges of your soul by a 

flower in spring bloom, maybe 

your soul has never been in 

bloom.  ~Audra Foveo 



 

 

Fred Padget on Land Use Planning, Part II  

Last month we looked at how our Comprehensive 

Plan originates under state code, is adopted by our 

local legislative bodies and, yet, is not required to 

be followed. Today weôll look at some of the gen-

eral guiding principles for the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

I will copy and paste liberally from the plan, not 

because my keyboarding is slow (which it is) but 

because the wording in the plan is concise, well 

thought out and expresses the many principles 

much better than I can. 

 

The Area Plan Commission staff is the lead group 

in putting together this document, but gathered in-

put from most city and county departments, the 

school system and universities, neighborhood or-

ganizations and citizens of the area. Public partici-

pation is very important to this process, and a se-

ries of public hearings were held in an effort to 

gain a broad range of community input and sup-

port. From my count, at least eight current WIA 

members were involved, although not necessarily 

representing the WIA. I was pleased to be a mem-

ber of the citizens group representing WIA. 

 

One of the first orders of business established a 

Citizensô Vision Committee to develop a Vision 

Statement for Evansville and Vanderburgh County. 

After several meetings, lengthy discussion and de-

bate, the group agreed on ñWe envision Evansville 

and Vanderburgh County as a prominent regional 

center that offers prosperity, growth, and a quality 

place to live, learn, work, invest and visit.ò  

 

The Executive Summary says: ñThe Comprehen-

sive Plan for Evansville and Vanderburgh County 

is the guide for land use decisions and the frame-

work for the ongoing land use planning process. 

The intent is to guide growth in a manner that sup-

ports and reinforces the community qualities im-

portant to City and County residents. These quali-

ties include employment and housing opportuni-

ties, safety and security, quality schools, neighbor-

hoods with a strong sense of community, and a 

healthy environment. All these amenities create 

and enrich our quality of life.ò 

 

State code requires that a comprehensive plan con-

tain: 

A statement of objectives for the future devel-

opment of the area, 

A statement of policy for the land use develop-

ment of the area, and 

A statement of policy for the development of 

public ways, public places, 

             public land, public structures, and public 

 utilities. 

 

Additionally, the Evansville/Vanderburgh County 

Comprehensive Plan includes studies of current 

conditions and future growth along with several 

other subjects including: 

History, population, and physical site condi-

tions, 

Blighted areas, 

Air and water pollution, 

Flood control, 

Public utilities and other services, 

Transportation, including rail, bus, air and wa-

ter, 

Parks and recreation, 

Education, including location of schools and 

universities, 

Land utilization, including agriculture, forests, 

and other uses, 

Conservation of resources, and 

Other physical, economic, and social factors. 

 

Based on these and other studies, goals and objec-

tives are determined for many strategic areas of 

planned growth along with policies to help accom-

plish those goals and objectives. The goals and ob-

jectives established include: 

Land use, 

Economic development, 

Quality of life, 

Environmental quality, 

Parks and recreation, 

Hazard mitigation, 

      Transportation, 

 
Continued on Page 3 



 

Land use update by Fred Padget  
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Land Use Planning  

Continued from Page 2 

 

Utilities, and  

A plan for implementation. 

 

This is a very comprehensive plan of 251 pages, with many additional pages of tables and exhibits. This 

summary just sets the stage for our continuing series. Although weôll concentrate primarily on land use, 

it is important to know that smart growth and good land use involve nearly every aspect of our lives. 

 

The complete Comprehensive Plan can be viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com and at most local libraries. 

And, if you have any comments or questions, please contact me at fcpadget@aol.com or 428-2529.  

There were no rezonings within the WIA bounda-

ries on the agendas of the APC, County Commis-

sioners or City Council during March and, at this 

point, I know of none for April. 

 

The proposed Majestic Place development of about 

220 acres on the west side of University Parkway 

between Middle Mt. Vernon and Hogue roads is 

still on hold while the owner and developer con-

tinue to refine their plan based on the concerns of 

nearby neighbors and others. There have been pri-

vate meetings with some of the abutting neighbors 

but we are unaware of the details of any specific 

conversations.  

 

Recently, we did meet with 

the developer and his repre-

sentative to discuss the WIA 

concerns.  

 

We reiterated that we saw no 

need for 110 acres of com-

mercial (1½ times the size of 

Eastland Mall in terms of 

acres) and that it would be 

detrimental to other existing 

commercial areas such as 

Franklin Street, North Park, 

Pearl Drive and potentially 

Eastland Mall. There has been little population 

growth in the area to support the proposed very 

large commercial development, with Vanderburgh 

County averaging only 0.3 percent growth over the 

last several years.  

We also talked about larger 

buffer zones, increased set-

backs, a frontage road, low im-

pact development, and other 

considerations. But our bottom 

line is that this large commer-

cial development is not needed 

and, worse, will have a detri-

mental impact on many other 

current commercial areas.  

 

Ironically, as you know, we are doing a series of 

articles on Land Use Planning and looking at the 

Evansville/Vanderburgh County Comprehensive 

Plan which states ñThe largest 

areas for new future residential 

use designated in the Plan are 

along the proposed Eickhoff-

Koresssel road (now the Univer-

sity Parkway) project in western 

Vanderburgh County and in the 

northeastern part of the County. 

The Plan calls for protecting the 

residential character of neighbor-

hoods from intrusion by incom-

patible uses.ò  

 

We will keep you updated on 

this and other events as they oc-

cur. Agendas and minutes for both the APC and 

BZA including Staff Reports can be viewed at 

www.evansvilleapc.com. 

 

As always, be involved. 

Fred 

Our bottom line  
 is that this  

 large commercial 
development  
 is not needed  

and  
will have a  

detrimental impact  



Environment Committee Report  
by Dave Rockwood, Chairperson 

 

Wesselman Nature 

Societyôs Howell 

Wetlands pre-

serve has an 

Earth Day Celebration from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m. Saturday, April 18. It will feature 

activities, crafts, displays and music. Ad-

mission is free.  

Mesker Park Zoo will have a Party for the 

Planet, from noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, 

April 19, with hands-on crafts and activi-

ties, including a Recycled Art Contest. 

 

Other Evansville Earth Day events: 

  

Angel Mounds is holding an Earth Day cele-

bration featuring music performances on 

Sunday, April 19, at 3 p.m. Admission is 

$5 per person. Food and drinks will be 

sold. Visitors should bring their own 

seating. Proceeds will benefit nature and 

trail rehabilitation at Angel Mounds.  

Saturday, April 18, the Urban Sisterhood 

will be holding an Earth Day Garden 

Party in the Haynieôs Corner Art District. 

The event will feature live music, a pa-

rade, vendors, and speakers discussing 

environmental issues. The event is a 

fundraiser for the Urban Sisterhoodôs 

downtown gardening project. There is no 

admission fee, but a donation of $5 per 

person will be accepted. The event starts 

at noon and runs until 11 p.m.  

Dave 

There are two major Earth Day events hap-

pening on the West Side of Evansville: 

If you canôt participate in a community event, please consider 

starting your own Earth Day tradition this year, perhaps by 

planting a tree, shrubs, or flowers. 
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Membership Application  
Individualð$10/year  Full-time Studentð$5/year  Corporate/Organizationð$25/year 

Householdð$15/year  Centuryð$100/year 
 

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the West Side. 

Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 

47719-0172 
  

Name:  ééééééééééééééééé Occupation:  ééééééééééééééééé. 

 

Home Address:  ééééééééééééé.. Business Address:  ééééééééééééééé 

 

City/State/Zip:  ééééééééééééé .. City/State/Zip:  éééééééééééééééé.  

 

Home Phone:  éééééééééééééé. Business Phone:  ééééééééééééééé.. 

 

E-mail:  ééééééééééééééééé Membership Category:  éééééé 

April 18  Tire Recycling Dayð Civic Center 

 8 am to noon 

April 22  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:50 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

May 2 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

May 16 Electronics Recycling DayðCivic Center 

 8 am to noon 

May 21 WIA General Meeting 

June 6 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

June 24 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

July 11 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

July 22 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Aug. 1 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Aug. 26 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Sept. 12 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Sept. 12 Tox-Away DayðRoberts Stadium 

 9 am to 3 pm 

Sept. 19 WIA Membership Picnic - Noon 

 Burdette Park 

Sept. 23 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Sept.26   Electronics Recycling DayðCivic Center 

 8 am to noon 

Oct. 3 Tire Recycling DayðCivic Center 

 8 am to noon 

Oct. 3 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Oct. 5-10 Westside Nutclub Fall Festival 

Oct. 28 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm ï 5:30 pm 

 Red Bank Branch Library  

Nov. 7 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

Nov. WIA Banquet  

Dec. 5 *Recycle Days ï old Wal-Mart West 

 

Calendar for 2009  

*Recycle Days  8 am ï 12 noon.Items to bring: Aluminum cans, Metal food cans, glass containers, cardboard, catalogs/

magazines, newspapers, mixed paper, #1 & #2 plastic bottles.  Vanderburgh County Residents Only. For information call the 

Solid Waste District (812) 436-7800 or www.vanderburghgov.org 

Free Lifesaving Classes 
UNOE (United Neighborhoods of Evansville) in partnership with the Welborn Baptist Founda-

tion is sponsoring a free course on lifesaving skills that covers adult, infant and child CPR as 

well as basic first aid.  

 

This is being done for UNOE families ï which includes you because WIA is a member of 

UNOE. All participants will receive a workbook, a disposable breathing barrier, Red Cross cer-

tification, CPR and First Aid skills cards, and wallet CPR and conscious choking cards.  First 

Aid kits will be available while supplies last.  

 

The classes are scheduled for 6ï10 p.m. on April 14 and 16 (must attend both dates) or 8 a.m. ï 

5 p.m. on May 30. The classes will be held at the American Red Cross on Stockwell Road near 

the Lloyd intersection.  You must call UNOE at 428-4243 to pre-register.Be prepared; know 

what to do if an emergency strikes someone you love. Learn lifesaving skills. 



 

 

WIA members meet  
Zoo director;  

Tour new Amazonia  
   
Mesker Park Zoo is a place of education and 

conservation, the zooôs new director told 

WIA members. Amos Morris, who came to 

Evansville recently as zoo director, said he 

learned that the community thinks of the zoo 

only as a place of entertainment. But it is 

more than that, he said. The Zoo, he contin-

ued, is a facility where people can learn 

about not only animals, but also the environ-

ment and conservation. Morris said he wants 

to bring these aspects of the Zoo to the pub-

licôs attention. Our March general member-

ship meeting was held at the zoo. Following 

an introduction by Morris in the Zooôs new 

cafe, WIA members toured the new Amazo-

nia exhibit. Morris said attendance is up con-

siderably since opening of the new exhibit 

which simulates a tropical rain forest. 

 

Story and photos by Mel Runge 

Mesker Zoo director Amos Morris 

Paul Bouseman, botanical curator, leads a tour of Mesker Zooôs new Amazonia exhibit for WIA members 


