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Annual
Membership Picnic

Burdette Park - Shelter
#13

Saturday, Sept. 19
Doors open at noon
Lunch served at 1 p.m.

More details in the Septem-
ber newsletter

Splish splash....the
weather is good and the
livin’ is easy. Just ask
the kids at the new Nor-
man ‘Red’ Mosby Pool at
Howell Park. I’ll admit,
early on, [ was quite
skeptical with the plans
for closing some
neighborhood pools and
building four regional pools.

DeAnna

Recently, I had the opportunity to visit the
new pool at Howell Park. I drove past on

a Saturday and the parking lot was packed.
So I thought I would wait until Sunday

Be on the lookout
For a brown van

Authorities believe a dark
brown Dodge or Ford full-size
panel van (no windows on the
sides) is being used in various
thefts on the West Side.

These thefts usually occurred
during the day.

If you see such vehicle loiter-
ing around your neighbor-
hood, call 911 and report the
sighting.

when it might not be as crowded. The
young woman at the ticket window al-
lowed me full access to the pool facilities
to take pictures and speak with the public.
Good gracious, it’s beautiful.

From the bright blue and yellow umbrellas
with lounge chairs underneath to the big
red bucket at the top of the water slide that
actually turns over and spills
water into the children’s side
of the pool, to a really big
green frog for climbing, to a
large bright yellow slide for
older children and adults, to
eight lanes for competition
and open swimming; this is
one well thought out facility. &
Additionally, it offers a bath-

house with family changing

\Words of Wisdom
Suburbia is where the devel-
oper bulldozes out the trees,
then names the streets after

them.— Bill Vaughan

rooms and lockers. Another
plus is that it was build with
environmentally sustainable
features such as an ultra vio-
let disinfection system and
recycled building materials.

Outlaw
. Westside
\\\ Litter

August, 2009

From the President by Dednna Outlaw

Outstanding facilities such as the Norman
‘Red’ Mosby Pool is what elevates
neighborhood pride and promotes a higher
quality of life. If you haven’t seen it up
close, then by all means check it out. Even
if you don’t swim, just stop and take a
peek. You will be impressed.

I spoke with several children and adults.
The kids were a little slippery, but had
nothing but good things to say. They were
relieved that the price of admission was
still affordable at $1. Evidently, many
neighbors were concerned that the fee
would go up with the new pool. I hope
that doesn’t change next year. The only
negative was several comments from the
adults. They would really like for the pool
to stay open later in the evenings so they
could enjoy the pool or take their children
swimming after work. I think that’s a
great idea and should be investigated. If
neighbors are requesting this, then there is
obviously a need. After all, public facili-
ties exist to serve the public, don’t they?

The new pool at Howell Park


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/billvaugha104970.html
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We continue our series looking further into the cur-
rent Evansville/Vanderburgh County Comprehen-
sive Plan and specifically the Central Business Dis-
trict. The plan says:

“The Central Business District (CBD) contains a
unique concentration and variety of activities found
in no other single area of the region. It is the princi-
pal center for the finance, government and legal
services sectors in the community. Like many
downtowns
throughout the
nation, Evans-
ville's Central
Business District
has experienced a
loss of permanent
residents, a decline in the number of retail busi-
nesses, an increase in the number of vacant stores,
and an under-utilization of many properties, due in
part to public mobility and suburban development.
Although the downtown has declined, it is still a
focal point of the community.”’

From 1960 though 2000, which is the latest infor-
mation available from the U.S Census Bureau,
population in the CBD dropped from 1,623 persons
to 946 representing nearly a 42% decrease. House-
holds during that same period dropped from 841 to
231 or nearly 73%. Postal Zip Code 47708 closely
aligns with the CBD and data from the 2000
County Business Patterns indicate at that time there
were 403 businesses with 11,517 employees and an
annual payroll of about $410 million. The most
recent figures available from 2006 indicate 388
businesses with 10,512 employees indicating a
slight downtrend; however, the annual payroll has
increased to $457 million or an 11% increase de-
spite a reduced number of businesses and employ-
ees.

Over the years, the CBD has changed from a major
commercial/retail center to more of a regional gov-
ernment, finance and legal center with much recent
effort on entertainment, restaurants and renewed
residential as evidenced by the loft housing pro-
gram. As far as I can determine, the latest Down-
town Master Plan was developed in 2001 with a

Over the years,
the CBD has changed

Master Plan Committee being formed in September
2005. Rather than get into the detail of the Down-
town Master Plan, Evansville Business has a good
article about it which can be accessed at
www.evansvillebusiness.com/current/902/
cover.html.

The Evansville/Vanderburgh County Comprehen-
sive Plan’s vision for the CBD includes an environ-
ment that supports downtown business and office
workers in the short
term while envisioning
a more comprehensive
plan for the long term.
The long term vision is
based on Evansville’s
historic architecture,
its location on the Ohio River, its vibrant street life,
and its healthy businesses. The three primary ac-
tivities or districts are planned to be a civic and
cultural district, a central business district and an
entertainment district. The objectives to support
this vision as contained in the plan are:

—Promote Main Street revitalization.

—~Guide downtown growth and physical devel-
opment.

—Upgrade existing buildings and reuse vacant
buildings/land.

—Provide for new downtown housing.

—Evaluate/Improve access, traffic, parking,
and linkages.

—Integrate the proposed entertainment district
within the downtown.

—Provide for appropriate riverfront develop-
ment.

—Aid in developing the final plans for the pro-
posed Events Plaza.

—Establish an effort to recruit and retain the
downtown workforce.

—Develop recommendations for future private
& public sector actions.

To accomplish and support these objectives, the

(Land use planning continued on next page)
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Land use update by Fred Padget

The proposed rezoning we wrote
about in previous newsletters con-
cerning 3410 W. Virginia St., near
the intersection of Mt Vernon,
Hogue, Tekoppel and Virginia, re-
questing a down zoning from the
existing Commercial, C-4 to Resi-
dential, R-2, was approved by the
City Council at the July 13 meeting.
This zoning brings the property into
conformance with its current use as
a single family residence.

Fred

The Area Plan Commission (APC) agenda for its July 9

meeting contained four items within our boundaries. The

first was a proposed rezoning of 3911 Broadway Ave.,
known as The Korner, from Commercial, C-2 and Resi-
dential, R-1 to Commercial, C-4. As we’ve mentioned
previously, a C-4 zoning allows 191 possible uses al-
though some of the uses also require a Special Use Per-
mit or must meet other restrictions. There was no Use
and Development Commitment (U&DC) presented to
limit some potentially undesirable businesses in the
mixed zoned area which includes much residential. Af-
ter much questioning from members of the APC con-
cerning potential future use and lack of a U&DC, the
petitioner requested the proposal be continued to a fu-
ture meeting indicating he would consider limiting use
of the property with a U&DC. The property is for sale
and the owner is reluctant to limit the use too much for
fear of limiting sale opportunities. The petition will
likely be rescheduled for the September meeting.

The second proposed rezoning on the July 9 agenda in-
volved approximately 1.6 acres at 2118 Harmony Way
to provide for expansion of the Altstadt Plumbing busi-
ness. This petition is a request to rezone from Residen-

tial, R-1, and Agricultural to Commercial, C-4 and does
contain a U&DC limiting the use to only a plumbing
contractor shop. An approved rezoning would also re-
quire the property be brought into compliance with the
zoning code’s commercial development standards. Prior
to the meeting, the petitioner requested this proposal be
rescheduled for the Aug. 13 meeting, presumably, to
allow time to resolve some issues with near-by
neighbors.

The two-lot subdivision on a 10.9-acre tract proposed
for the south side of West Boonville-New Harmony
Road just west of St. Joe was approved by the APC at
the July 9 meeting. As you’ll remember from last
month’s newsletter, there was some lengthy history to
this project and this approval will bring it into confor-
mance with the subdivision code.

And, the four-lot subdivision planned for the east side of
Summertime Lane, south of Hogue Road, on 17.6 acres
known as Carrie Hills, was also approved at this meeting
of the APC.

The only item within our boundaries coming up at the
Aug. 13 APC meeting is the Alstadt petition.

We have received notice that a zoning variance to allow
a programmable electronic message board at 401 S.
Boehne Camp Road has been filed with the Board of
Zoning Appeals (BZA). I believe this is the gas station,
convenient mart and Wendy’s location at that corner.
The request will be heard by the BZA at 4 p.m. Aug. 20.

We will keep you updated on these and other events as
they occur. Agendas and minutes for both the APC and
BZA including Staff Reports can be viewed at
www.evansvilleapc.com.

(Land use planning continued from page 2)

plan suggests converting one-way streets for two-
way traffic, developing in-fill housing along with
converting second and third story space to loft
apartments, connecting North Main with Main
Street in some manner and encouraging additional
green space, especially downtown and along the
riverfront. It also suggests reconfiguring Fourth
Street, a large entertainment venue such as an
arena and providing additional parking along with

other supportive activities to assure future success
for the CBD.

Next month we’ll look at the Comprehensive Plan
in relation to industrial and rural issues and con-
cerns. The complete version of the Comprehensive
Plan can be viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com and
at most local libraries. If you have any comments
or questions, please contact me at
fcpadget@aol.com or 428-2529.
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Spotlight on a local environmental organization

By Dave Stensaas, Environmental Committee Chairman

The Evansville area has only a handful of environmental advocacy groups. But
there are many people here who have strong environmental values and are try-
ing to live with the sustainability of the planet in mind. This month we have a
short profile of the Sustainable Communities Coalition, a local environmental
advocacy group that has married principles to action and achieved something
tangible. This organization has the potential to achieve much more. Our thanks

Dave

A profile by Jim Daniels

) go out to Jim Daniels for this information. Thanks Jim:

The Sustainable Communities Coalition

The Sustainable Communities Coalition
(SCC) is a small, non-profit group organized
to promote sustainability in Southwest Indi-
ana, specifically Posey, Gibson, Warrick and
Vanderburgh counties.

The first project undertaken in the 1990’s
was to build an ecologically friendly house in
this area using materials and techniques
available in the region.

Design was done through the architectural
class at Central High School, overseen by a
professional architect and then built by the
construction class at North High School. We
wanted to show that such a house was mar-
ketable. The result was “Eco House,” com-
pleted in 1997, leased for three years, and
then sold. Operational costs are only a frac-
tion of that of typically-built houses.

Since then, a slide presentation titled “The
Future is Now” was developed, which shows
historical data like pollution changes, com-
mute times and land use. The idea is to de-
termine trends and extrapolate what the area
might be like if what has happened continues
to happen. The discussion focuses on the
desirability of that future, and what needs to
happen now to create the future we want, as
opposed to reacting to whatever happens.

There are a couple of current SCC activities.

One is a speaker series in which ecological
and/or sustainability topics are discussed.
These are held in the Browning rooms at the
Central Library in Evansville. The other pro-
ject is to establish an Eco Depot. This is
where reusable materials and non-traditional
recyclable materials can go to be processed,
re-manufactured, or re-used in some way.
Included are such things as construction and
demolition debris and various commercial
and industrial process materials. This type of
business (or non-profit) can be found in sev-
eral U.S. cities.

The thrust of Sustainable Communities Coa-
lition is essentially to provide a mechanism
to determine what kind of future is best for
this area, and what decisions and actions
need to be made now to create that future.
The dues are $10 per year for an individual
and $100 per year for a corporate member-
ship. The Board meetings are once a month
and all members are invited to attend. For
more information contact the President, Paul
Medcalf, at 812-459-4584 or e-mail him at
Cbapaul@aol.com. Or contact the Treasurer,
Jim Daniels, at jimdaniels3@juno.com. On
either e-mail, put “scc inquiry” in the subject
line. You can also visit the web site at
www.sustcomm.org, but please be patient as
the web site is undergoing a major overhaul
and updating.



mailto:Cbapaul@aol.com
mailto:jimdaniels3@juno.com
http://www.sustcomm.org/
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YES. I WANT TO HELP WIA

Cut out this section and indicate your choice or make a note on your check.

\[ ] —General - Apply my donation where it’s most needed.

\[] —Adopt-A-Spot - Apply my donation toward flowers, plants, and mulch.

\[] —Fall Festival Booth - Apply my donation to help maintain our booth.
\[ L] —Memorial for Shirley James - Apply my donation to this project.

[ —Scholarship - Apply my donation to the scholarship fund.

Please send your donation to:
P.O. Box 6172, West Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172

Your contributions are tax-deductible
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Calendar for 2009

Aug. 26 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm — 5:30 pm Oct.3  *Recycle Days — old Wal-Mart West

Red Bank Branch Library Oct. 5-10 Westside Nutclub Fall Festival
Sept. 12 *Recycle Days — old Wal-Mart West Oct. 28 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm — 5:30 pm
Sept. 12 Tox-Away Day—Roberts Stadium Red Bank Branch Library

9 am to 3 pm Nov.7 *Recycle Days — old Wal-Mart West
Sept. 19 WIA Membership Picnic - Noon Nov. WIA Banquet

Burdette Park Dec.5 *Recycle Days — old Wal-Mart West
Sept. 23 WIA Board Meeting 4 pm — 5:30 pm

Red Bank Branch Library

Sept.26 Electronics Recycling Day—Civic Center
8 am to noon

Oct.3  Tire Recycling Day—Civic Center
8 am to noon

*Recycle Days 8 am — 12 noon.Items to bring: aluminum cans, metal food cans, glass containers, cardboard, catalogs/
magazines, newspapers, mixed paper, #1 & #2 plastic bottles. Vanderburgh County Residents Only. For information call the

Membership Application
Individual—$10/year Full-time Student—$5/year Corporate/Organization—$25/year
Household—S$15/year Century—$100/year

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the West Side.
Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville,
IN 47719-0172

P Name: ... OCCUPALION: ...\ttt
VHOME AdIess: ........vvveeeeieiiieeeeeeeeeee, Business Address: ........cocviieiiiiiiii
: City/State/Zip: ..cveerieeiee e City/State/Zip: «onvirie i
E Home Phone: ..., Business Phone: ............c.coiiiiiiiiii,

VE-Mails oo Membership Category: ..................
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Exerting influence upon public and private sectors to accomplish those ob-
jectives which will enhance the natural environment of the west side of Van-
derburgh County and serve the common good of the residents.

\Westside Improvement Association officers

President DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com
Sr. Vice President Brenda Jeffers 402-5084 or bjjeffers@vanderburghsurveyor.com
Jr. Vice President Carolyn Stagg catsaald@yahoo.com
Treasurer Fred Padget 428-2529 or fcpadget@aol.com
Secretary Linda Cleek 422-4288 or elcee@insightbb.com
Membership secretary Dot Berning 424-8307 or djbern@insightbb.com
Standing Committee Chairs -
Environmegt Dave Rockwood Daverockwood@yahoo.com Atlarge Board of Directors
Fall Festival DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com William Allen Joyce Moers
Land-Use Mike Lockard 401-5249 or mlockard@wowway.com John Dillingham Shelby Musgrave
Membership Dot Berning 424-8307 or djbern@insightbb.com Paul Farmer Ava Nix
Transportation Bill Harty 424-1501 or wtharty@wowway.com Wayne Gerteisen Phillip Outlaw
Newsletter Mel Runge 425-4633 or mmrunge(@wowway.com Bill Harty Chris Reddington
Aphrodite Hudson Mel Runge
Bill Jefters Dave Rockwood
Bonnie Kolb Sam Wentzel

Michael Lockard
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