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By Dave Rockwood 

The Shirley James 

Gateway Plaza was 

dedicated on April 

17, an ideal spring 

day.  

Two of Shirleyôs 

brothers and a niece 

came from the north-

western US to be part of the ceremony. 

Each had appreciative words for the 

projectôs supporters and the people of 

Evansville. 

Shirley James was a founder of the 

Westside Improvement Association 

and was the chairperson for the Pigeon 

Creek Greenway Passage Advisory 

Board from 1993 to 2007. She died in 

April 2007.  

Mayor Weinzapfel said, ñWithout 

Shirleyôs passion and persistence we 

would never have gotten this project 

off the ground. Her work on this 

Greenway is a legacy to this city and 

its residents.ò 

The plaza features six 27-foot-tall 

stainless steel panels depicting the 

icons of 50-year periods of local trans-

portation history. It begins (1750-

1800) with a Native American pad-

dling a canoe, then a steamboat, a 

steam train engine, an early automo-

bile, a jet airplane and finally a bicy-

clist to represent the Greenwayôs role 

in the present and future of Evans-

villeôs transportation system.  Informa-

tion at eye-level provides specific 

background to this history. The fund-

ing for the project came through a his-

torical preservation program of the 

Indiana Department of Transportation,  
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Project Wet  
provides incredible  
rain drop journey  
 

By Brenda Jeffers 

WIA, County Sur-

veyorôs Office, and the 

City Engineerôs Office 

partnered to provide 

water quality informa-

tion and activities for 

Earth Day visitors at 

Mesker Zoo on April 

18. A Project Wet activity, Incredible 

Journey, asked children to imagine  
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WIA founder honored at dedication  
Of Shirley James Gateway Plaza  

Dave 

By Dot Berning 

Finnallly.  . . . gardeners 

may do what they do 

best ï dig and plant. 

With the last freeze 

date , May 15, upon us, 

it is safe for young and 

tender annuals to be added to the gar-

dens where perennials have been grow-

ing and dividing over the winter. 

In our WSI Adopt-A-Spot garden at 

Maryland and St. Joe, many of the daf-

fodil bulbs divided over the winter and 

made a better showing under the trees. 

Regarding our perennials, the aga-

stache (the tall blue-blooming bushes) 

didnôt fare well over the winter. It 

looks as though more than half of last 

yearôs plants were lost to freezing. This 

was in spite of a good heavy mulch of 

leaves provided by one of our garden 

committee members, Bill Jeffers. We 

have heard from other gardeners of 

their losses as well. Due to last yearôs 

walkers and runners comments on the 

plant we are considering replacing 

them. 

On a happier note the three daisy 

plants planted at each side of the path 

have multiplied to the point we  
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should have a strong showing of daisies growing behind 

the Stella de Oro day lilies. The yellow Stellas should bring 

out the bright yellow center of the daisies. We took a 

chance and did not take up the canna bulbs last year. They 

are coming and looking good. We have not yet considered 

annuals because Home Depot will again provide each 

Adopt-A-Spot with many annuals and a few perennials. 

Not knowing what plants we receive itôs like opening a 

surprise gift. 

 

The WSI garden committee looks forward to a more beau-

tiful garden this year . . . ah . . . hope springs eternal. 
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they were a rain drop falling from a 

cloud, then they were given dice to 

throw to determine where the rain drop 

fell (ground, river, lake, plant, animal, 

etc.).  

 

Each time the children rolled the dice, 

they put a colored bead (representing 

the rain dropôs fate) on a leather string. 

When the children were finished they 

had a bracelet that told the story of 

their incredible journey as a rain drop. 

 

Another activity used a beach ball that 

displayed the world globe. The leader 

would throw the ball to the children. 

The leader would bet them that three 

out of five times their fingers would 

land on water since the world is made 

up of 72 percent water. The partici-

pants received a small zoo animal 

squirt gun for participating in this ac-

tivity.  

 

The display table had a rain barrel  

along with other information about 

how people can make a difference in 

their own backyards for improving 

water quality.  

 

The weather was super for enjoying 

the Earth Day activities, the Zooôs 

flora and fauna, and the beautiful sky. 

 

as compensation for the historical Orr 

Iron building that once stood at Fulton 

and the Lloyd Expressway but was 

razed for construction of an inter-

change there. The funding was not 

available for trail construction, but the 

facility is a truly beautiful addition to 

the Greenway. 

 

"The Gateway Plaza will provide an 

opportunity for the public to learn 

about Evansville's past as we look to 

the future. Its unique design will make 

the Gateway Plaza a recognizable 

landmark for the city of Evansville, 

much like the Four Freedoms Monu-

ment," Mayor Weinzapfel said. 

 

Fred Paget, president of the Pigeon 

Creek Greenway Passage Advisory 

Committee, said Shirley ñwould be 

delighted by the plaza, but sheôd be 

even more pleased to see the continu-

ing development of the Greenway.ò  

By early 2011 there will only be a half-

mile of the Greenway left uncon-

structed on the west side of Evansville. 

The City is pursuing funding opportu-

nities to close that gap. It seems likely 

that in two-to-three years the gap will 

be closed and the Greenway will be 

continuous from the Heidelbach trail-

head to Sunrise Park (about 7 miles). 

And, there could be construction on 

the Sunrise Park to Glenwood 

Neighborhood segment of the trail by 

then as well.   

Shirley would be pleased. 
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