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The Westside Improvement Asso-

ciation had another financially suc-

cessful year if spending nearly all 

our income is success. I know that 

doesn’t work for me personally but 

for a Not-For-Profit as we are that is 

financially responsible considering 

we do have sufficient reserves to 

protect us from financial down-

swings. 

 

 Actually, we spent about 5% less 

than our revenues and our financial 

reserves are slightly more than one 

year’s worth of expense. Along with 

our cash balance, that provides us 

with more than double our normal 

annual expenses.  

 

Our receipts were down signifi-

cantly from previous years almost 

entirely due to lower sales at the Fall 

Festival beause of horrible weather. 

Old-timers told me it was the worst 

weather for the festival in several 

years. This caused our sales to be off 

nearly 30% from recent years but, 

with good management from our 

Food Booth Chair, costs were kept 

in line with the lower sales. We pro-

ject better weather and better sales at 

the Fall Festival in 2010. 

 

All other expenses are projected to 

be in line with 2009 with some price 

increases.  Besides the Fall Festival 

expense, other significant expenses 

include our two annual scholarships, 

sponsoring five Burdette Summer 

Day Camp participants, our monthly 

newsletter, Adopt-A-Spot activity, 

National Night Out participation and 

our insurance policy.  

 

Hopefully, we’ll finalize our plans 

and complete the memorial for 

Shirley James, one of Westside Im-

provement Association’s founders 

and a significant community asset. 

We are still accepting donations for 

that as well as our Adopt-A-Spot 

project and other purposes.  

Financial Report: 2009 “successful” 
 by Fred Padget, Treasurer 

Dues are Due 
Westside Improvement Association dues 

for 2010 are due by March 1. During 2008 

we revised our by-laws establishing March 

1 as the due date for memberships. Prior to 

that, we had no due date. The due date 

helps us from an administrative perspective 

and allows us to better plan our operating 

year finances. There are many who have 

already paid their 2010 dues and we sin-

cerely thank them. Obviously we’ll be tol-

erant if this creates a problem because your 

continued membership is critical to the 

success of the Westside Improvement As-

sociation, very important to us and greatly 

appreciated. 

Scholarship applications 
available 

 

Application forms for the our annual schol-

arships are now available at both Mater Dei 

and Reitz High Schools or online the WIA 

web site. 

 

We provide a $1,000 award annually to a 

senior at each of these two West Side 

schools. 

 

The Paul Harper  Award goes to a Mater 

Dei  senior student and the Paul Farmer 

Family Award goes to a Reitz  senior.  

 

Seniors may see their counselors for the 

forms and additional information. 

 

The deadline for submitting applications is 

March 2. This deadline is firm. Don’t be 

late. 

Membership meeting 

―The Five-points intersection: Could a 

roundabout be the answer?‖ will be the 

topic for the general membership 

meeting on March 18. The meeting 

will begin with refreshments at 6 p.m.. 

The program will start at 7 p.m. Loca-

tion for the meeting will be announced 

in a flyer to be distributed later. 



 

 

Fred Padget on Land Use Planning, Part XII 
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In the last several articles, I’ve tried to develop a sense of 

what the Evansville/Vanderburgh County Comprehensive 

Plan is all about and the important guidance it contains for 

good, well-planned growth within the city and county. To-

day I’ll try to give a brief summary of the plan’s over-all 

goals, mostly taken directly from the plan. 

 

The land use plan provides a blueprint for the future that 

can only be accomplished if the needs identified throughout 

the Comprehensive Plan are adequately addressed and the 

goals, objectives and policies in the Plan are implemented. 

The principles for guiding development location, design 

and review provided in this Plan should be observed in all 

future land use decisions and in the preparation of subarea 

(e.g. neighborhood, corridor) plans. 

 

The plan is based on the following general themes: 

The need for responsible and orderly growth, and 

economic development; 

The need to maintain and revitalize the CBD 

(Central Business District) and Urban Core areas; 

The conservation of natural, cultural and historic 

resources; public and private investments and 

other unique community assets; 

The need to maintain, protect and where necessary 

revitalize Evansville's existing neighborhoods 

since they are a vital community resource;  

The need to maximize the use of the existing infra-

structure and undeveloped or underutilized land 

within the City through infill development. 

 

Infill development can occur in the developed area on va-

cant lots or on land with dilapidated buildings, or can in-

volve changing the land use of a property from a less to a 

more intensive use (i.e. from a parking lot to an office 

building). 

 

These strategies place a strong reliance on existing public 

infrastructure (roads, utilities, community facilities, etc.) to 

provide the maximum service feasible before considering 

new or extended facilities. Development proposals must be 

evaluated for consistency with the land use plan. However, 

the plan is conceptual and is meant to be flexible. There 

may be development proposals that will arise during the 

planning period (2000-2025) which do not conform to this 

land use plan. The justification and rationale supporting 

such proposals must be carefully evaluated to determine 

whether they warrant deviating from the community’s land 

use goals, objectives and policies. 

 

The following criteria should be used to evaluate all pro-

posals: 

The suitability of the property for the uses allowed 

under the current zoning ordinance; 

The existing zoning and uses of surrounding prop-

erties; 

The existing and future character of the adjacent 

area; 

The type and extent of positive or detrimental im-

pacts to adjacent properties or the community at 

large; 

The impact of the proposal on public services, 

utilities, and facilities; 

The benefits to the public health, safety and wel-

fare, compared to any hardship imposed; 

The relative conformance of the proposal to the 

land use plan and the goals, objectives, and poli-

cies;  

 

(Continued on next page) 
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The two pending rezoning petitions 

within our boundaries were approved at 

the city’s Jan. 10 meeting. One was a 

request to downzone a 0.2 acre lot with 

a residence at 1601 Fountain Ave. from 

Manufacturing, M-3 to Residential, R-

1, its current use. This area was zoned 

for heavy industrial since the 1940s but 

evolved into an area of mixed use. The 

petitioners were planning to sell the 

home and were advised the sale poten-

tial would improve if it was zoned 

properly. It is also difficult for a buyer 

to get financing if a property is not 

zoned properly. 

 

The other rezoning concerned 1301 W. 

Lloyd Expressway and requested a 

change from Manufacturing, M-1 and 

Commercial, C-4 to Manufacturing, M-

2. This property is on the northwest 

corner of Fulton and the Lloyd where 

the Sterling Brewery was. It is cur-

rently owned by the Old Evansville 

Brewery Development, LLC. There are 

no residential lots adjacent to the site 

and the proposed rezoning is consistent 

with the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

With the freezing and thawing cycle 

along with the rain, we’ve received 

several calls complaining of mud on 

the roadways, 

drainage and 

other problems. 

We’ve communi-

cated several 

times with the 

County Engi-

neers’ representa-

tives on these 

matters and very 

much appreciate 

their concern, ef-

fective actions and their communica-

tion with us. They are limited to some 

degree in what they can do and can’t 

always resolve every problem to every-

one’s satisfaction. But in my judgment, 

they have done a great job. I’m sure 

there will be lots more on their plate 

over the next few months. 

 

I would like to remind you again that 

information from the 2004-5 city-

county consolidation study is available 

on our web site. It can be accessed at 

http://westsideimprovement.org/city-

county_unification.htm or go to 

www.westsideimprovement.org, click 

on news and then City-County Unifica-

tion. The link to the city-county study 

no longer exists but if you go further 

down the page you can click on 

―Complete proposal.‖ It will take you 

to the final proposal. 

 

There are no rezonings within the WIA 

boundaries on the APC’s February 

agenda. However, there will be a pro-

posed change to the city and county 

zoning code presented to the APC re-

quiring landscape islands within park-

ing lots that meet certain conditions. 

These landscape islands may take vari-

ous forms but since I don’t have the 

final document that will be presented, 

we’ll cover this proposal in more detail 

next month. This is a project the Smart 

Growth Group conceived, has talked 

about and worked on for well over two 

years. There has been much thought 

and effort put into it. I along with many 

others from the Smart Growth Group 

are anxiously awaiting final adoption 

by the city and county.  I will go into 

more detail next month after the pres-

entation to the APC. 

 

We will keep you updated on these and 

other events as they occur. Agendas 

and minutes for both the APC and BZA 

including Staff Reports can be viewed 

at www.evansvilleapc.com. 

 

As always, be involved. 

 

Land use update by Fred Padget  
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Fred 

(land use planning. . . Continued from Page 2) 

 

Consideration of responsible development and growth, and any other relevant information. 

 

Citizen involvement in formulating these development policies is the means to keep the plan current and to achieve the 

desired vision for the community. Local government cannot by itself manage growth and development. However, the 

adherence to well thought out and coordinated public policies that are supported by the community can successfully 

direct land use . 

 

Richard Moe, president of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, says ―Communities can be shaped by choice, 

or they can be shaped by chance. We can keep on accepting the kind of communities we get, or we can start creating 

the kind of communities we want.‖ 

 

Next month we’ll begin to look at some specific changes to the zoning code recommended in the plan as well as some 

thoughts about improving the code from myself and others. 

 

 

Note: Above are statements from the 2004-2025 Comprehensive Plan pages 6-1 thru 6-5 and 20-1 & 2 but may not be 

completely verbatim. 

 



 

 

John Dernbach, in his book, Agenda 

for a Sustainable America, argues that 

s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p me n t  o r 

―sustainability‖ is ―one of the most 

important ideas to come out of the 20th 

Century...because it provides a frame-

work for humans to live and prosper in 

harmony with nature rather than... at 

nature’s expense. Everything we care 

about – a growing economy, human 

well-being and security – is compro-

mised, undermined or lessened by en-

vironmental degradation.‖ Most of us 

have an intuitive sense of what sustain-

ability is, but let’s dig deeper. First, a 

definition, Dernbach’s: ―Something is 

environmentally or ecologically sus-

tainable when it protects, restores, or 

regenerates the environment rather 

than degrades it.‖   

 

Sustainability applies in many areas, 

but tied most closely to the environ-

ment is economic development. Tho-

mas Friedman explains in his book 

Hot, Flat, And Crowded (release 2.0) 

that ―a market is financially sustain-

able when it fosters practices, invest-

ments, and innovations that promote 

the long-term growth of the economy, 

companies, and jobs.‖ Friedman con-

vincingly makes the case that sustain-

ability is based in values which be-

come reflected in our actions. ―In both 

the natural world and the financial 

world, it means you think and then 

behave in a way that literally sustains 

business relationships, sustains per-

sonal relationships, sustains your com-

munity, sustains your country, sustains 

the planet, and sustains your relation-

ships with your grandchildren and with 

generations to come.‖ Practicing an 

ethic of sustainability, Friedman says, 

―produces institutions that are too good 

to fail and too strong to fail.‖ 

 

Sustainability 

and freedom 

are inter-

t w i n e d . 

F r i e d m a n 

e x p l a i n s : 

―The next 

g e n e r a t i o n 

will not live 

free, – will 

not have the 

freedom to 

pursue its economic dreams or to de-

light in all that nature has to offer – if 

our approach to the financial world and 

the natural world are not grounded in 

sustainable values. That lack of sus-

tainability will constrict everything in 

our lives...unless we become less de-

pendent upon hydrocarbons, and 

unless we find a balance between the 

need for markets to be free enough to 

reward innovation and risk-taking but 

not so free as to reward recklessness 

that can destabilize the whole global 

economy, our whole lives will be re-

duced, redacted, and restricted.‖ 

 

Last month I made my third annual 

report on human population growth, 

and the reason that I’ve kept coming 

back to population is because the rap-

idly growing number of people on 

Earth is acknowledged by many ob-

servers to be the root cause of most 

environmental and economic prob-

lems. That might not be the case if we 

all lived simply and consumed little. 

But consumption levels are rapidly 

rising as wealth increases among peo-

ple in developing countries, a byprod-

uct of a global economy that is raising 

standards of living for many, particu-

larly in China and India, the two most 

populous countries. Last year, 150 mil-

lion cars were made in China, smash-

ing previous records. You can’t blame 

anyone for wanting an American stan-

dard of living, but the effect of just 

everyone in China attaining US con-

sumption levels (the highest in the 

world) would be to effectively double 

world consumption rates, according to 

geographer Jared Diamond (New York 

Times, Jan.2, 2007).  

 

So, can we produce twice as much 

metal and twice as much oil as current 

levels? And what happens if all the 

good people in India (or an equivalent 

number of people anywhere) also be-

come world-class consumers and de-

mand the newest gadgets, sleek cars, 

and spacious homes filled with appli-

ances? We are headed in that direction 

folks, the data tells us so, and the key 

question is: Is it sustainable?  

 
Green Tip of the Month  

Eat sustainably by choosing seafood 

that is sustainability harvested, and 

avoid fish and other seafood that is not 

sustainably harvested. According to 

the Monterey Bay Aquarium website: 

―Despite our best efforts, the global 

catch of wild fish leveled off over 20 

years ago and 70 percent of the world's 

fisheries are being harvested at capac-

ity or are in decline.‖ Part of the prob-

lem is poor fishery management and 

bad fishing practices, but the demand 

for fish is the driver of those problems. 

 

 Will you be able to eat the fish at the 

church fish fry or your favorite restau-

rant if you only eat sustainably-

harvested fish? That’s up to your 

church or restaurant, but if enough 

people eat conscientiously, a shift to 

sustainable food will occur. Check the 

Monterey Bay Aquarium website for 

s e a f o o d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :  

www.montereybayaquarium.org. 
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Environmental News 
By Dave Rockwood, Environmental Committee Chair 

Dave 



 

Membership Application 
Individual—$10/year  Full-time Student—$5/year  Corporate/Organization—$25/year 

Household—$15/year  Century—$100/year 

 

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the West Side. 

Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 

47719-0172 
 Name:  …………………………………………… Occupation:  ……………………………………………. 

 

Home Address:  ………………………………….. Business Address:  ……………………………………… 

 

City/State/Zip:  ………………………………… .. City/State/Zip:  ………………………………………….  

 

Home Phone:  ……………………………………. Business Phone:  ……………………………………….. 

 

E-mail:  …………………………………………… Membership Category:  ……………… 

 I WANT TO HELP 

WIA 
Cut out this section and indicate your 

choice or make a note on your check. 

ðGeneral - Apply my donation where 

it’s most needed.  

ðAdopt-A-Spot - Apply my donation 

toward flowers, plants, and mulch. 

ðFall Festival Booth - Apply my do-

nation to help maintain our booth.  

ðMemorial for Shirley James - Ap-

ply my donation to this project. 

—Scholarship - Apply my donation to 

the scholarship fund. 

Please send your donation to: 

  P.O. Box 6172, West Wabash Station, 

Evansville, IN 47719-0172  

Your contributions are tax-

deductible 

...Page 5 

Calendar for 2010 
Feb 24  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm – 5:30 pm 

   Red Bank Branch Library 

Mar 6  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

Mar 18  WIA General Meeting  7 pm – 9 pm   

Apr 17  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

Apr 28  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm – 5:50 pm 

   Red Bank Branch Library 

May 1  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

May 20  WIA General Meeting 

June 5  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

June 23  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm – 5:30 pm 

   Red Bank Branch Library 

July 17  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

July 28  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm – 5:30 pm 

   Red Bank Branch Library 

Aug 7  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

Aug 25  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm – 5:30 pm 

   Red Bank Branch Library 

Sept 11  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

Sept 18  WIA Membership Picnic - Noon 

   Burdette Park 

Sept 22  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm – 5:30 pm 

   Red Bank Branch Library 

Oct 2  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

Oct 4-9  Westside Nutclub Fall Festival 

Oct 27  WIA Board Meeting 4 pm – 5:30 pm 

   Red Bank Branch Library 

Nov 6  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 

Nov  WIA Banquet  

Dec 4  *Recycle Days – old Walmart West 
 

*Recycle Days 8 am – 12 noon. Items to Bring: Auminum Cans, Metal 

food cans, Glass containers, Cardboard, Catalogs/magazines,  Newspaper, 

Mixed paper, #1 & #2 plastic bottles. Vanderburgh County Residents Only. 

For information call the Solid Waste District (812) 436-7800 or 

www.vanderburghgov.org 

  

 

Welcome new members: 
 

Julia Powell May 

Chuck and Alice Weisling 



 

 

      

Westside Improvement Association officers  
President   DeAnna Outlaw              589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com 

Sr. Vice President  Brenda Jeffers  402-5084 or bjjeffers@vanderburghsurveyor.com 

Jr. Vice President  Carolyn Stagg  491-3627 or catsaald@yahoo.com 

Treasurer   Fred Padget  428-2529 or fcpadget@aol.com 

Secretary   Linda Cleek  422-4288 or elcee@insightbb.com 

Membership secretary  Dot Berning  424-8307 or djbern@insightbb.com 
      

Standing Committee Chairs 
Environment Dave Rockwood Daverockwood@yahoo.com 

Fall Festival DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com 

Land-Use Mike Lockard 401-5249 or mlockard@wowway.com 

Membership Dot Berning 424-8307 or djbern@insightbb.com 

Transportation Bill Harty 424-1501 or wfharty@wowway.com 

Newsletter  Mel Runge 425-4633 or mmrunge@wowway.com 
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Dave Rockwood 
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Sam Wentzel 

Exerting influence upon public and private sectors to accomplish those ob-
jectives which will enhance the natural environment of the west side of Van-

derburgh County and serve the common good of  the residents. 
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