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Jonathan Merkel receives award from Carolyn Stagg Scholarship winner Kasey Polk and Carolyn

Scholarships presented to Reitz and Mater Dei seniors
Wi nners of the Westside | mprovement AssocC

nounced at the recent general membership meeting by Carolyn Stagg, junior vice president &
scholarship committee chair. The association presents two $1000 scholarships each year to
serving West Side high school seniors. One goes to a senior at Reitz and the other to a senic

Mat er Dei . Here are this yearo6s winners:
Jonathan Merkel of Reitz Kasey Polk of Mater Dei
Jonathan ABrettod Mer kel i Kasewi Poliniewinnes ¢f the Faw HaPpar B¢holdfwhip.me r

arship. Bret is a senior at Reitz High School and plans to Kasey, a senior at Mater Dei High School, lives with her
study construction management at Ivy Tech or the Universgiiiyther and father, Lori and Brannon, and brother, Benja-
of Southern Indian. min.

Brett lives with his parents, Bill and Kim, and brothers, JoShe attends St. Boniface Church where she is Eucharistic

and Bl ake. He attends St. MPawulsGerUCGh@hturschma. wi nner o
Award for outstanding service and the Alan Mesker

Brett was selected for his leadership in implementation of &ward, a fouryear scholarship for students attending

home repair program. His minister says Brett has been a kégter Dei.

in the program that involves four churches and about 120

youth volunteers. His business teacher says Brett is an or§asey intends to study ptaw and has been accepted at

ized, determined and caring young man who is also Indiana University.

(Continued on page 5) (Continued on page 6)
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As | said | ast mcaityinlis redeveldpmdnt efott and t requickemedntoTindee are other require-
at specific changes to the zoning codgrowth because it becomes easier angients such as lot coverage, height,
recommended in the Comp Plan as perhaps cheaper to develop in the front and side yards, and more. There
well as some thoughts from others armbunty. Just my opinion. The reason would be a need for a sewer system
myself about improving the code. Moshis applies only to the county and nobecause septic systems require much
likely we will not take a position re- the city is that upon annexation into larger lots, at least 2 %2 acres. And, as |
garding potential changes but rather the city Agricultural zoned land is ~ understand it, a mobile home park
hope to encourage a wide and diversautomatically reclassed as Residentiatould be allowed with approval of a
community conversation concerning : ; ; Special Use Permit by the BZA. In my
zoning as well as land use philosopt A major reS|dent|a| companion article in this newsletter, |
and practice. point out that the BZA approved 100%
development Can | of requests ruled on for Special Use
ermits during 2009 although none
tprIied to mobile home parks.

Although the city and county have . .
their own zoning codes, they are mu happen In th|S coun
the same but not exactly. One possil : :
change that would affec); only trF])e Wlth no hearlng by My point with this article is simply

county is to require rezoning from Ag that a major residential development
ricultural to Residential before plattin any eIeCted bOdy can happen in the county outside the

major subdivisions. From my experi- city limits on Agricultural zoned prop-

ence, itis not very wellknownthatal t 6 s i mport ant t certyrwidghtno dpange inzenimg, nodhead w
major subdivision can be developed gmoperty tax assessment which is noting by any elected body and no possi-
Agricultural zoned land in the county based on zoning other than, perhapshitity for any meaningful remonstrance

outside the city limits without rezoningn indirect way. from the public. In my opinion, that
to Residential. Obviously much of the circumvents good public policy and
land outside the city is zoned AgriculL et 6 s | ook i n a labsolutdlyeircumgents goaddandausel a

tural. A major subdivision is anything 500 or 1,000 home subdivision | can planning.

with three or more lots. Basically this develop with no required approval of

means that if | own sufficient land andny elected body. A single family ~ As | said at the beginning, | hope to

want to put in a 500 or 1,000 home dwelling need only be 720 square feegncourage wide and diverse commu-
subdivision, | can do that by simply which is quite small compared to mostity conversation concerning zoning,
meeting the subdivision code which isingle family homes. A onstory 27  land use philosophy, and practice. If
basically technical requirements and foot by 2#foot home would morethary ou have comments,
get the Area Pl armatigothismdaqurenien. i dultwa pthem in upcoming articles if you would
proval. Further, the APC must approv&ory home would need to be only-19like. If you have any questions feel

it, if | meet the conditions of the subdiby-1 9. And pl ease #epto@ddntacbomheaunder st and
vision code. No approval by any me , Il 6m not bei ndcpadgei@adl.acom br 428629 aghyi- s p a r
elected body is required effectively i ng about smal |l ertihmeme sNe xIltd mMmojnu sht we ¢
eliminating the ability for anyone to looking at the current code. The minidook at changes to the zoning code rec-
remonstrate regarding the develop- mum lot size required is 6,000 square@mmended in the Comp Plan as well

ment. | think a case could be made tHaet with a 66foot minimum width some thoughts about improving the

this procedure could possibly hurt themeaning a 6®y-100 foot lot meets thecode from others and myself.

Ribbon cutting planned bers are coming in from the West Coast.

Dedication of the Shirley James GatewayCity and county officials will also be there
Plaza will be Saturday, April 17 at 2 p.m. along with Greenway supporters. Shirley
The plaza is at 1501 W. John St. extensia¥as a founding member of WIA and an

next to the Lloyd Expressway just west ofactive advocate of the Pigeon Creek Green-
Fulton. You can make a left or right turn way Passage as well as a great commungy
onto John Street from Fulton, at least at tAéset and person. We wish she and Richard
time of this writing. There is a parking lot Were here but we are sure they are looking
atthesiteSome of Shi r | edgo@nsverypiond andywelhplegaed.

Shirley
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Land use update by Fred Padget

There has been very little rezoning waivers or special
activity within the WIA boundaries  conditions to the
lately. The proposed eightt subdivi- code, Its action can
sion at 6803 W. St. Joseph Rd. near tiw change the ap-
intersection of Neu Road and just wegroved zoning.

of St. Joe in German Township | spoke

of last month was continued to April. In reviewing the
That is the only item on the April APC(BZ A6 s act

3. The strict application of the
terms of this title will result in
practical difficulties in the use
of this property.

4. The variance is not a variance
of the use of the property.
5. The petitioneros

r not located in a planned unit

agenda concerning the WIA. 2009, | found it ap- Fred development.
proved over 97% of 6. The need for the variance is
The proposed change to the city andthe variances requested and denied not created by the applicant.

county zoning codes requiring land- fewer than 3% of the requests ruled on.
scape islands within parking lots that It heard 74 requests with four being In further analysis of 2009 which be-
wedve written ab aentinued forsfuturecansidergtiorh @f somes somewhat difficult because a
been approved by both the city and the 70 they ruled on, 68 were approvesingle petition may contain requests
county. I, along with many others, feednd two denied. The BZA also ap-  for more than one variance, sometimes
this is a good step forward for the comroves Special Uses and in 2009 100%&veral. By my count about 45 vari-
munity and sincerely appreciate the of those applied for were approved. ances or nearly 40% dealt with set-
Mayor, City Council and County ComAfter a cursory review of 2008 and thébacks and lot coverage which likely
missioners unanimously approving thirst two months of 2010 that trend forwould cause reduced green space, one
ordinance. Both the ordinance and thapproval of Zoning Code variance anaf the main reasons for landscape is-
Arboricultural Specifications Manual ISpecial Use requests appears about tlaads. Interestingly, 18 were for more
mentioned last month are now avail- same. In talking with a BZA member signage, either number or size, than
able at the APC web site, from another area, | was told approvaprovided by code while the only deni-
www.evansvilleapc.com. of a zoning variance should be the exals also concerned signage.

ception rather than the rule. We are not
Some of us feel the requirement for in line with that thinking and our local All of this gives me grave concern that
landscape islands should have been trend scares me in regard to possible landscape islands might also become
done long before and we recognize relaxation of the requirement for land-victim to the liberal view of zoning
some developers did improve their scape islands in parking lots. variances. We all need to be actively
parking lots with various landscaping aware and follow this process to main-
long before the requirement. Butlgoff he code r equi r e stairntthisadcentfinmmvementtadtien c e
to thinking about how often variancesmay be granted except on finding of atlode for the benefit of our community.
for relaxation of the zoning code are the following factors:
requested and granted. | hope that will 1. The approval will not be inju- We will keep you updated on these and

not happen with the landscape islands rious to the public health, other events as they occur. Agendas
requirement. Variances to the zoning safety, morals, and general and minutes for both the APC and
code can be granted by the Board of welfare of the community.  BZA including Staff Reports can be
Zoning Appeals (BZA) which is quasi 2. The use and value of the areaiewed at www.evansvilleapc.com.
judicial body established by the State adjacent to the property in-

Legislature. This board also approves cluded in the variance will notAs always, be involved.

Special Uses included in the Zoning be affected in a substantial

Code. Basically the board approves adverse manner.

CANDIDATES NIGHT

United Neighborhoods of Evansville is sponsoring a Candidates Night on Thursday, April 22 at 6:30 g.m. at
the Red Cross Buil di nmparthaloydEgreSway &tl thecState ¢lospital. Rvidiny |
local candidates will be there. It is a great opportunity to get to know more about them and ask questipns. It
will help you to be better prepared for the primary election on May 4. We expect a good crowd so you may

want to get there early and mingle with the candidates.




Dave

Welcome to spring 6, with some Zone 5 spots; now Ken-

It sure is sweet to work out in the yaraicky is mostly in Zone 7, and only a The Amazing Future: Clean energy

as the flowers and leaf buds appear, thigd or so remains in Zone 6. technologies have been brought up to

sunshine is warm, sky is blue, and a scale and now provide the majority of

cool breeze is blowing. A lot of people electrical generating power, on a vastly

have been saying this past winter wasccording to NOAA and NASA, 2009i mpr oved grid, now ¢

exceptionally cold and snowy, and was the warmest yearonrecordinthbe nt er net . 6 Homes cor

some even say that was evidence th&outhern Hemisphere, and globally er gy | nt ernet have :

global climate disruption is a hoax. | tied with several recent years for the controls all powered appliances. These

heard this more than once. So, | did overall second warmest since 1880. can be programmed to run at lower

some research to find out if it really Looking back to 1880, when modern levels when electrical demand is high

wasi locally - an exceptional winter. scientific instrumentation became  and at full power when demand is low-
available to monitor temperatures preest and prices are cheapest. The utility

Was winter 200910 exceptional cisely, a clear warming trend is pre- can, if you subscribe to a certain plan,
Data from the National Oceanic and sent. shut off appliances that are sucking
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) load at peak times. Often people run

states that snowfall totaled 15.3 inchek the past three decades, surface tethings like washers and car chargers at

in Evansville since July 1, compared fmerature records show an upward trendyht. Power plants are much more

a 30year average (1972000) of 14  of about 0.36 degrees Fehrenhitepere f f i ci ent because of
inches. That is 1.3 inches, and a 9.2 decade. January 2000 to December and power outages are rare. People can
percent i ncr eas e, h2008 Wwas thewarinasbdeaade lorore-aven choose how much power they

the 30year average. Heating degree cord. In total, average global temperavant to buy from various sources

days are a measure of the demand fdures have increased by about 1.5 defsolar, wind, oil, coal, nuclear). Per-

energy needed to heat a home or bugirees Fehrenhite since 1880. NOAA sonal vehicles are rolling electrical

ness, and are thus a indicator of tem-preliminary data shows that the sea- storage units (RESUs), and are now
perature. There were 4,215 heating sonal (December 2009-ebruary cal | eydoofisrcesi nst ead o
degree days as of March 19, which w2810) worldwide ocean surface tem- Hot, Flat, and Crowdedoy Thomas

172 above @nor ma lpérature3vasste yecandwartmbsaanFriedman).

date. That is about 4.3 percent aboverecord, 0.97°F above the 20th century

the 30year average. So, for this past average of 60.5°F. The shift to clean energy has been the
winter, cold temperatures and snowfall largest industrial project ever under-
were above average, but not much. Earth Day coming taken. The employment created by it

The 40" Earth Day is coming on April has lifted two generations into prosper-
I hypothesize that we are getting ac- 22. How will you observe it? There arigy in many nations. But there have
customed to fewer cold days and moetivities at Mesker Park Zoo and  been other improvements as well. Air
warm days. Seasons in this part of thelowell Wetlands planned for Satur- quality is good almost everywhere and

world have long been fickle, but the day, April 17. a strong conservation ethic has pre-
USDA hardiness zones were changed served most animals and plants that
in 2006 to reflect general warming thathat will Earth Day be in 2050 were on the endangered species list

has occurred since 1990. Before the Here are a couple of possible scenarios
changes, Kentucky was mostly in Zorier Earth Day 40 years from now:  Continued on page 6.




...Page 5

Roundabouts, a traffic
Innovation, spurs interest
at membership meeting

By Brenda Jeffers figuration displays one or more lanes|
Senior Vice President with yield signs | S C ¢
ARoundabouts: Co wevide Acdidents caNDe r&duckdby |
theFivePoi nt | nt er s egptoioPperéept. was t he |
t heme for W Ads recent gener al me (bt
ing. Carmel, Kokomo, Fort Wayne, and f

o

Indianapolis are Indiana cities which &4
Craig Parks and Kevin Jansinski,  encounter the advantages of round- ]
team leaders for Project Developmerihouts. Evansville now has its first on'
at American Structure Point, presenteg the entrance to the University of .
slides illustrating and explaining how Southern Indiana campus.
roundabouts are useful traffic tools for Craig Parks explains why round-
replacing existing traffic lights and  The presentation enlightened this wellabouts are gaining popularity in other
stop signs. Roundabouts seem to sloyttended event, spurring interest lead-communities
vehicles somewhat; however, theavgr-ng t o a | engthy discussion. An art.;i
age speed, they reported, is faster rendition displaying two tear drop
compared to the stegndstart speeds roundabouts at the fivgoint intersec- bout dabout 0 hito://
at intersections with signal lights or tion (Tekopple, Hogue, Mt. Vernon, gai(‘)eL': rf(;l\j\?a go?uosv%atlgrg(e)c;i)on/p.
stop signs. Upper Mt.Vernon, and West Virginia)rounc)i/ébout.s or-?o http://

was offered. Another idea for this in- S .
The presentation emphasized that  tersection was adding turn lanes to tﬁg&iggg&ig%ﬁ:;gg;gggftIOn/

roundabouts can be placed in areas existing layout.
that experience moderate to high lev- fhwasa08006.pdf.

els of traffic. The common circle con-

Readers who would like to know more

Brett . . Continued from page 1 sponsored by St. Papul 0 s
to update 11 homes. Presently he is involved
committed to academic excellence. in organizing AGiIive| Bi ¢

been involved in the Jacobsville Neighbor-
During the past four years, Bretthastaken hood Associ ati onbs [Gr ec
mission trips to Poplar Bluff, Mo., tohelp campai gn and the aspoci
paint a home for disabled woman; to Bay StOut activities. He is a member of the Bass
Louis, Miss., to participate in Hurricane Club and the football, basketball and track and
Katrina repair work, to Racine, Wis., to helpfield teams at Reitz. He has been active in the
paint two houses for single moms and to Lodigh school Parent Teacher Student Assoc|a-
Ohio., to help paint houses for a disabled maan and its various extracurricular activities|
and his son. Brett is planning another trip thide works part time at CoMaier.
year to Dunbar, W. Va.

The Paul Farmer Family Scholarship is given
Last year, as his senior project, Brett organ4o a deserving senior in honor of the autisti¢
ized the AGIive Bi g BrhanddozadlPaal&ammmeno !l d t our name
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Environment . . Continued from pagewhen the supply of economically re-
coverable oil could no longer be pro-
30 years ago. Unfortunately, global vided at artificially low prices. But by
climate disruption has caused problefien it was too late to try to scale up
for agricultural industries, forestry, andean alternatives, as the optimism for
fisheries. But because Elevels have investment was as thin as the January
been managed and hover around 30Gce on Hudson Bay.
parts per million, climate change has
also been manageable. Adaptation The global economy is a shambles.
strategies were also put in place by Fresh water is the prize that most bat-
industry and government after the USles are being waged over. Migratory themi say that in controlling CB
military got serious about climate pressures of refugees from inundatedemissions to prevent catastrophic
change back in 2010. The future holdsoastal areas and seasonal disastersglobal climate disruption, we are fac-
promise for people all over, but espe<{including Midwestern floods and ing the biggest challenge in human
cially in countries where investments western wildfires) are blamed for vio-history.
in clean energy have been the stronglent acts that seem ubiquitous in the
est, where population growth has levU S A . Because f amildAmeripduptothdt ng wasnot
eled off, and where conservation is taken seriously, nearly 10 billion peo- would like to think we are, but as of
part of the fabric of life. ple live on Earth. Life is a struggle fornow we are pretty much just paying lip
survival for all but those who were  service to the challenge. We have in
The Gloomy Future: The buildup of born into wealth. Anyone with meansfact increased our levels of GOutput
COFin the atmosphere has reached owns chickens for food and a bicyclein the past decade despite the data that
580 ppm, a level twice that of 1800, for transport. backs up the need to significantly re-
before the Industrial Revolution. En- duce output. The message has been co
ergy comes mostly from coal, just likeThe reality: We donét k n opted bylsleptics who have played the
it did 100 years ago, as the oil and cdahrth Day 2050 will look like. Buttheme di a6s penchant f or
industries were able to keep the energlymate experts at the Intergovernmeiporting, even in the face of clear evi-
industry playing field tilted heavily in tal Panel on Climate Change, as welldence of substantial climate change.
their favor. But coal and oil are quite as at NASA, NOAA, the US EPA, the
pricey now, due to the profligate use 8fepartment of Defense, numerousrewWe must do better . I
the Adirty f uel s dearch upibetsiticspnettyaruah hll oR e dn get better in coming articles.

(Continued from page 1) Jacobs Village. She has also been involved In
charitable and chil diren

Her math teacher says Kasey is persistent &8whiface.

tireless in pursuit of her goals, dependable and

wel | organi zed. i S h &Kasdydse snanibeér of she Pep GlabcPeer ajn d |
others do the work. She jumps in with both Medication Service, Smart Moves program
feet. 0 and the National Honor Society. She is a fouy

year member of the s|cho
Another teacher describes Kasey as a well ketball teams.
respected student with a strong work ethic
and high academic goals. She has a 3.09 gi@lde works part time as a bagger at Schnuck
point average.

4

The Paul Harper Scholarship honors one of
She has been a volunteer at Deaconess Hodm-founding fathers of the Westside Improve
tal, West Park Nursing Home and St. Vincement Association
Kasey DePaul Food Pantry and a pen pal to folks at




