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The recent dedication of the Shirley James Gateway Plaza at the Mead Johnson trail-

head on the Pigeon Creek Greenway Passage and observance of Memorial Day 

brought back fond memories of Shirley for a great many of us, me included. I thought 

it would be appropriate to look at some of Shirleyôs very interesting history and tell 

you a little about her that maybe 

you didnôt know. 

 

Shirley was a native of Butte, 

Montana, grew up in Richland, 

Washington, living and traveling 

throughout the world before mak-

ing Evansville her home in 1975. 

 

Her father worked for Hanford Atomic Product Operations on development of the 

plutonium bomb. This operation was established in 1943 as part of the Manhattan 

Project and was home to the B Reactor, the first full-scale plutonium production reac-

tor in the world. Plutonium manufactured at the site was used in the first nuclear 

bomb, tested at the Trinity site, and in Fat Man, the bomb detonated over Nagasaki, 

Japan. 

 

Richland, Washington, was a government-made community of scientific people, with 

no elderly or handicapped persons, no crime and no locked doors. The government 

paid for everything. She attended Washington State University, then lived in Central 

and South America for six months before marrying Richard James, an engineer who 

rescued her when she fell while snow skiing. They continued to enjoy skiing though 

most of their lives. 

 

In 1963 Richard was transferred by GE to its plant in Mount Vernon, Ind., and the 

couple lived in Evansville for the next nine years. During that period, Shirley attended 

the University of Evansville, earning a degree in psychology and sociology. She be-

came a mental health planner for the Tri-State Regional Health Planning Agency and 

later worked with then-19-year old Mark Owen to establish the Youth Service Corps. 

But in 1972, her husband was transferred, this time to Europe, where she spent her 

spare time traveling until they returned to Evansville in 1975 and bought their home 

on rural Middle Mount Vernon Road. 

 

This community and its environment became her passion. 

  

It was homeownership that led her to become a community activist. Neighbors had 

been plagued by illegal dumping in the West Side area for years, and it affected the 

James' property. So while her husband was on special assignment in Boston, Shirley 
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In Part XIV we looked at specific 

changes to the zoning code recom-

mended in the Comp Plan as well  

thoughts about improving the code 

from others and me. That article re-

viewed in detail a change that would 

require rezoning from Agricultural to 

Residential before platting major sub-

divisions. Currently, in the county, a 

major subdivision can be built with no 

zoning change or approval of any 

elected body with the only requirement 

of meeting the Subdivision Code. To-

day weôll look at some other possible 

changes to the subdivision and zoning 

code that we feel could benefit future 

land use decisions. 

 

Recently the Evansville-Area Trails 

Coalition organized a week-long series 

of more than 60 events extolling walk-

ing, biking, jogging for young, not-so-

young, wheelchair bound and others. 

At a day-long summit several experts 

on trails and non-motorized transporta-

tion spoke of the many benefits in hav-

ing walk-able, bike-able communities 

including improved health, increased 

property values, quality of life along 

with many other benefits. Many of 

these benefits are explored at 

www.walkinginfo.org/why/

benefits.cfm. If youôd like to check the 

walk-ability of your neighborhood, 

you can do so at www.walkscore.com.  

 

Why am I telling you all this? Because 

the current local philosophy concern-

ing most development, especially resi-

dential subdivisions, is to not make 

them walk-able, not have connectivity 

with other nearby subdivisions and, in 

effect, develop them as isolated islands 

almost exclusively for automobile 

transportation.  

 

Currently, our 

County Subdivi-

sion Ordinance 

reads ñThe subdi-

vider shall provide 

sidewalks for all 

streets within and 

bounding the sub-

division, including 

those within one 

mile of the city 

limits, except where specifically 

waived by the board of county com-

missioners.ò While our Comp Plan 

encourages construction of sidewalks, 

driving though many of our subdivi-

sions reveals that it is not uncommon 

for the sidewalk requirement to be 

waived. While not wanting to reduce 

the commissionersô authority to ap-

prove sidewalk waivers because there 

may be cases where sidewalks are im-

practical or nearly impossible to con-

struct, maybe strict criteria outlining 

specific conditions should be devel-

oped and met before a waiver is ap-

proved. This would surely improve the 

walk-ability of subdivisions. 

 

Another impediment to walk-ability 

and alternative transportation modes is 

the lack of connectivity between subdi-

visions. Most subdivisions do not in-

terconnect primarily because ñI donôt 

want people from the adjoining subdi-

vision walking or driving though my 

neighborhood.ò  A good discussion of 

this is at http://goldhillmesa.com/

News/GoldHillMesaNews-

Culdesac.htm.  

   

Again, our Comp Plan suggests that 

ñsubdivision design should provide 

connecting streets in new develop-

ments to enhance safety and to link 

neighborhoods. Stub streets should be 

required where subdivisions are adja-

cent to undeveloped land. Promote 

creative subdivision design that is sen-

sitive to and minimizes the impact on 

natural features, and provides for com-

mon open space, bicycle and pedes-

trian ways.ò  The stub streets become 

important to the concept of connec-

tivity as future developments are built 

adjoining current subdivisions. Con-

necting bicycle and pedestrian ways 

and sidewalks or trailways provide the 

needed and desired walk-ability for 

residents. All of this should be con-

nected to other trails and the Greenway 

when possible and be included in plats 

for new development. 

 

With so many benefits of walking, jog-

ging, biking and providing wheelchair 

accessible pathways, we as a commu-

nity are behind the curve. While some 

in the community recognize this and 

are working toward greater neighbor-

hood connectivity much more remains 

to be done. 

 

As I said at the beginning of this se-

ries, my hope is to encourage a wide 

and diverse community conversation 

concerning zoning as well as land use 

philosophy and practice. If you have 

comments, weôll include them in up-

coming articles and if you have any 

questions feel free to contact me at 

fcpadget@aol.com or 428-2529 any-

time. This series of articles as well as 

previous land use articles dealing with 

a variety of issues are on our web site 

at www.westsideimprovement.org.  

Next month weôll continue to look at 

some additional changes to the zoning 

code recommended in the Comp Plan 

as well as some other thoughts about 

improving the code. 

Fred 
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Rezoning activity as it effects the 

Westside Improvement area continues 

to be quite low. We are not complain-

ing but do feel that this has much to do 

with the slow economy although there 

seems to be improvement in some ar-

eas. 

 

Previously I mentioned a proposed 

eight lot subdivision at 6803 W. St. 

Joseph Rd., near Neu Road and just 

west of St. Joe in German Township. 

This was continued from March and 

heard by the APC at its April meeting. 

Although one member of the APC said 

he had never seen such an interesting 

plat (I would say convoluted), it met 

all conditions of the subdivision code 

and was approved.  

 

There was no APC meeting in May 

and nothing within our area on the 

agenda for June. 

 

The Board of Zoning Appeals did not 

meet in April but did hear a couple of 

requests involving our area at its May 

meeting. One was a request to allow an 

accessory structure, larger and taller 

than the residence, for construction of 

a pole barn. The second was a request 

for relaxation of the front yard setback 

for construction of an accessory build-

ing. Both were approved. Although not 

in our area the BZA did hear a request 

for a variance and special use for erec-

tion of three monopoles with electric 

power generating wind turbines. Be-

cause there was not a majority vote no 

action was taken. Weôve followed this 

with interest because of future implica-

tions for our West Side area as well as 

Evansville, Vanderburgh County and 

the surrounding area. Wind power is 

an environmentally good method of 

energy production but could have ad-

verse effects for near-by neighbors, 

property values and other areas of land 

use. There was a recent approval for 

one at Engelbrecht Orchards.  

 

We will keep you updated on these and 

other events as they occur. Agendas 

and minutes for both the APC and 

BZA including Staff Reports can be 

viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com.  

 

As always, be involved. 

By Brenda Jeffers 

Adopt-A-Spotôs Master Plan was whittled down by mem-

bers who attended the May general meeting at Burdette 

Park. The plan originally provided for paved walks, a water 

feature, additional plant beds, 

three new shade trees and an ever-

green hedge. 

 

After a slide presentation depict-

ing the last four years of the 

spotôs evolvement, the group be-

gan discussing time lines, labor 

and costs associated with the mas-

ter plan. The members proposed 

undertaking the plan in phases. 

Phase I involves removal of two 

mulberry trees and planting  three 

Autumn Blaze maple trees and 

the evergreen hedge. Additional 

phases of the plan are not being 

considered at this time. 

 

Park Board approval is still re-

quired and the city arborist is 

needed to oversee all removal of plants and the planting of 

new trees.  

 

Fall 2010 is the target date for going forward with Phase I. 

Phased plan proposed for our Adopt -A-Spot improvements  


