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Master Gardeners
fill us with tips
on growing vegetables

By Brenda Jeffers
Master Gardeners of Southwest Indiana lent their
expertise in different areas of gardening at our re-
cent membership meeting.

Ernie Hicks lead the presentation, while the first
presenter, Pete Frederick, Ph.D. in plant biology,
discussed garden soil preparation. These instruc-

These expert tions were a big eyepener for many due to all the

gardeners components involved to ensure the proper mix of
shared nutrients required for healthful plant growth.
a wealth

of experience David Hames talked about cold crops, mainly leaf
and knowledge lettuce and Brussels sprouts, that are grown in cold

on what to frames or indoors under fluorescent lights during
grow and how winter months. Then Grant Hartman explained the
on Evan s : benefits of sweet potatoes and broccoli as antioxi-

West Side dants and how these pla-nts are easy to grow. Kay
Haller offered her expertise on raising green beans.
She also talked about the importance of using cages
and how simple they are to make from sturdy and
durable concrete reinforcing wire.. Debbie Jacobs
instructed the group on how to apply weed and pest
control using natural methods. Lastly, Bill Jeffers
talked about selecting, planting, and caring for to-
matoes.

The meeting, held at a Burdette Park lodge, started

with participants gathered on the deck under a

beautiful canopy of trees to enjoy good food and

conversation. The conversation mostly centered

one anotherds gardens and wh
Since the soci al hour 6s topi
dening, the program presenters could not have been
better suited for the evenin
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As you know, this series is an overview of the and eliminating spot zoning which, in turn, helps to
Evansville/Vanderburgh County Comprehensivepreserve the character of the neighborhood.

Pl an for | and

use. We 6 v e

previously

| ooked at

requirement of Indiana Code for a comprehensiv@ther considerations include extending the mini-
plan if a jurisdiction has adopted a zoning code, them performance standard in the housing code to

general guiding principles of the plan and; the

the entire county and enforcing it in a fair and equi-

goals, objectives and policies of the plan that prdable manner. When doing so, available assistance

vide guidance for land use de-
ci sions. Toda
some of the specifics contain
in the plan regarding residen-
tial development and related
concerns.

First of all, there are several
factors which influence where
residential development occu
including:
0 Accessibility to the aree
0 Availability and capac-
ity of water and sewel
utilities.

0 Proximity of quality of life factors like

Safe, affordable,
aesthetically pleas-
ing housing with a
variety of types for
all citizens must be
a mayjor considera-

tion

programs to aid those who
cannot afford the improve-
ments should be used. Aban-
doned and dilapidated struc-
tures unsuitable for rehabilita-
tion should be removed
quickly. Nonprofit, religious,
private and government groups
should be encouraged to con-
tinue providing affordable
housing. We should preserve
the neighborhood environment
by minimizing negative im-
pacts and exclude incompati-

ble uses that would alter the character of the area or

not serve the residents. Muttimily housing

schools, recreation, shopping, employmesttpuld be viewed as an appropriate buffer between
single family homes and commercial development.

etc.
0 Cost of land.
0 Physical site features.

panded. Improving the quality of housing and

Another important item is the suggestion to investi-
gate changes to the Zoning and Subdivision Ordi-
At the time the plan was put together, residentialnances that would require rezoning from Agricul-
use accounted for nearly 25 percent of the total tural to Residential prior to platting major residen-
county land area. In order to develop goals, objettal subdivisions. Currently, land zoned agricultural
tives and policies for residential land use many stan be developed into a residential subdivision of
tistics were looked at to determine past residentiahy size with no approval by a legislative body. It
growth and project future growth and the patternsnly takes the approval of the APC and approval is
of growth. As a general strategy, cooperation ancequired if the development meets the standards of
participation between public and private sectors the Subdivision Code.

providing housing should be continued and ex-

Of special interest to the local Smart Growth

maintaining an adequate supply of safe, affordalff#pup and the newly organized Evansviiea
aesthetically pleasing housing with a variety of Trails Coalition would be a couple of other consid-
housing types foall citizens must be a major con-erations. First, subdivision design should provide
sideration. There should be continued emphasisamnnecting streets in new developments to enhance
preserving existing housing, aiding neighborhoodsfety and link neighborhoods. Subdivision design
in retaining their viability and encouraging new should be sensitive to and minimize impact on
affordable housing. Policies should include the enatural features and provide for common open
couragement of preservation and general neighlgpace, bicycle and pedestrian ways; and

hood character as well asfiti housing within the

city core which promotes neighborhood stability ( Cont i nued

on page 3¢)

t

he
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Land use update by Fred Padget

No rezonings within the WIA
boundaries were on the May
agendas of the APC, County
Commissioner or City Coun-
cil. However, there is one re-
zoning on the June 11 APC
agenda.

This involves a property at
3410 W. Virginia St., near the
intersection of Mt Vernon,
Hogue, Tekoppel and Virginia
streets. It is a request to down zone from the ex
ing Commercial, €4 to Residential, R. The R2

Fred

zoning would bring the property into conformancé/e 6 v e
with its current use as a single family residence.

Although an R1 is also for single family resi-
dences, the R allows only 30% lot coverage
whereas the R allows 40% lot coverage. Since
this is quite a smal./l
son for an R2 rather than anR. This petition is
planned to be heard by City Council on July 13.

removed prior to the spring rains. The developer
had not put up silt fences or implemented other

drainage control measures as required and when

the rains came, so did the drainage and erosion.

Local residents had mud all over their property and

driveways while Jobes Lane was covered with

mud. Some corrective actions have been taken and
more are needed. Additionally, drainage from the

lake on the east side of Jobes Lane is also a pro
lem and some proposals are in the works to help

b-

alleviate that problem. The County Engineers staff
and County Surveyor are involved and working to

isbrrect the situation.

al so had compl ai
old Marine Hospital grounds where development
has been taking place as well a variety of com-

nts ab

plaints around Bosse and Schaefer avenues to name

a few.

|l ot, presumably thato
Wedbl |l continue to try
other problems to the best of our ability as they
come up. And, we will keep you updated on thes

he
h e

S t
and

e

Last month we told you of the proposed rezoningnd other events as they occur. Agendas and min-

of 3911 Broadway Ave. from Commercial;Z2Xo

utes for both the APC and BZA including Staff

Commercial, &. The property is known as The Reports can be viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com.

Korner. At this point, that petition is to be heard

by

the APC on July 9 and by the City Council on Au§js always, be involved.

10.

The proposed rezoning for Majestic Place, the §
proximate 220 acres west of University Parkway
apparently stild!l on
heard the project will likely be downsized to son
degree and, perhaps, other changes will be ma
the plan. At this point, | know nothing more but

will continue to follow the project and keep you

informed about it.

We donét wusually repo
complaints although we do try to help resolve cq
plaints about legitimate issues. As with most

springs when the rain starts, we get a lot of drai
age and soil erosion complaints. One of the mo
serious this year deals with the approved develg
ment just off Jobes Lane. This is hilly, rolling
ground and most of the trees and vegetation we

hlo

lI!}and Use(...continued from page 2)
,is

| d. s | sai last mo
@ncourage'othe construction o? S|dewalfis in new
jgeﬁ_i)dential subdivisions.
Webdbve covered plenty |f
look at some considerations for commercial de
opment. And, as | said in the beginning of the s
T efuc il 0diPo Fi0 P €9 il

an because it expresses the pIannln% conside
tions much better than | ever could. The comple
version of the Comprehensive Plan can be viey
.élt www.evansvilleapc.com and at most local lib
NS And, if you have any comments or questior
Eease contact me at fcpadget@aol.com or 428
#Z029.

r

b
) r

bt

nt h, W

or toc

el-

cP-dsa"y

a-
e

ed
rar-
S,



Page 4...

. Act funding for the Pigeon Creek Greenway and
TranSpOrtathn and the Rivertown Trail in Newburgh; the focus on

. transit by Congregations Acting for Justice and
travel ChOlces Empowerment, which brought 900 people to St.

By Dave Rockwood, Transportation Committee B€nedi ct 6s Cathedral in Apri
Gas prices are creeping back up, and | am begfficerning locategional bus service; and the be-
ning to cringe at what | know will be an expensigel Nni ng of ~a fihealthy commu
summer driving vacation to the cool shores of L4R8 Welborn Foundation, which will encourage
Superior. Why are gas prices rising? Under norififgrovements in many facets of our community,
circumstances, increased demand leads to incre®§é¢fing enhancements for active (muscle
prices- simple economics and in summer tens dpowered) transportation.
millions of North Americans take

driving vacations, so gas prices rise. I havenot foregaricten ab
On top of that we have less economi- cars or nitrogefpowered vehicles, and
cally recoverable oil available, as we the like. But if we continue to design
have been burning it as fast as we our communities and lives around cars,
can pump it. The geologic process of we will be wed to sprawl development
converting plants to something we and all its |IIs,_|ncIud|ng poor health
can make fuel from takes many mil- outcomes of driving everywhere, land-
lions of years, whereas we are add- scape loss and habitat destruction, air
ing new humans to the planet at the pollution, traffic congestion, and loss
rate of about 225,000 per day. So, Dave of time and income to driving. My
there is little doubt that fossil fuels are going to family is able to get by on one car be-

continue to get more expensive, which might caGaese we live close enough to my work place and a
you to reconsider how badly you want to live §YS route, that | can take the bus to and from work.
miles from where you work or where your kids gPmetimes | ride the three miles on my bike, and |
to school, or where you are willing to drive foragcasionally walk. Over the past five years this has

vacation. freed up a lot of earnings that have gone to better
uses than maintaining a car for commuting pur-
The pain we feel from increased travel costs wilPa S €S . | d6m not sure that we

some point affect our behavior. Reducing our pifier motor vehicle at some point, but | can hardly
sonal fuel consumption though, is only one sdigthom the cost of another car, but maybe a
tion to a large problem. If we have other transpo&gQOter-
tion options, as a society, we can realize lower _ _ R
costs for fuels and also have less pollution, ks M not di sparaging anyoneo:
traffic congestion, and more choices. Good trafiéitterlands; | lived in some pretty remote places
options, bicycle paths and -@treet routes, goo@nq some subdivisions during my bachelor years.
sidewalk networks, and pedestriariented prop-This is just food for thought. And although .
erty development and street designs will all helft@ ! t ernati veo transportatior
bring our individual travel costs down and provigHictly urban issue, there are a lot of rural residents
better accessibility for all members of sociel© USe paratransit services and many more who
Those of us of us who drive often forget that aq@@_‘.ﬂ.xedroute buses where there are park and ride
of peoplei more than one third of Americaris facilities. On rural roads that have large shoulders
cannot drive because they are too old, too yodfgch as much of Wisconsin), bike commuting can
or have disabilities. be safe and efficient. And even if there are no
nearby attractions, sidewalks in suburban subdivi-

It is encouraging to see recent, local efforts ifRNS encourage people to walk and provide safety

prove our transportation options, including the fa-those walking.

cent announcement of the formation of the Evans- ] ]
ville Trails Coalition to raise funds and advocd#@ve @ nice summer, and go out and enjoy a walk

for additional bicycle and walking paths; Recove#{pund your neighborhood.



