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From the President by DeAnna Outlaw
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when they are away. Teach the
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As the New Year

begins, the previous
year is often on our
minds. Did we ac-

for the year or were
they set too high or
were too numerous
to realistically at-
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tain? Many times volved in its activities. Get out
when the bar is too high, we often daily and walk around your
feel defeated before weevenbe- nei ghbor hood. |t
gi n. Maybe jusandoyoudlils meatr ,t
set goals that are doable. Start ing people.

small with efforts that just make
you feel good, then move forward The above suggestions may sound
with some that are more challeng- simple, but they could make a

ing. world of difference in the lives of

those you touch and that of your
Ferret out activities that have own. Itis, after all, the seemingly
piqued your interest but maybe small gestures that really make a
never pursued. Check in on an difference.
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Last month we looked at environmental issues addressed water drainage, and solid waste disposal. Other utilities

by the Comprehensive Plan as well as recreational opportu- serving the community are private and not addressed in the
nities. This article will look at some of the remaining items plan. The location of utilities has significant land use impli-
addressed in the Comp Plan including safety and health, cations in that water and sewer availability is essential for
utilities, transportation, urban design and historic preserva- good, sound development to occur. Public utilities can be
tion. These sections of the Comp Plan may not seem to fit  an effective tool to guide urban growth as can roadways

into the land use category at all times but they are impor-  and transportation methods. In addition to normal trash col-
tant for a vital and viable community. The plan devotes lection, the Solid Waste Plan promotes waste reduction.
considerable time to each subject. Part of that program for 2010 provides for two tire recy-

cling days, a household hazardous waste collection day (tox
-away day) and an electronic recycle day as well as
monthly drop-off recycle days at various locations. In re-
gard to storm water drainage, the plan calls for, among
ofidt t‘ﬂiﬁgg, fh &f)ansign%f retquﬁe?nent% RrPdRis) t
retention ponds in new developments. I would add that
swales can also be effective in helping to control storm wa-
ter and that there should be a requirement for periodic in-
spection of storm water storage ponds to assure continued
effective operation.

Within the safety and health section you can read much
detail about our law enforcement agencies, the fire depart-
ment, the many hospitals and medical facilities. Of course
these agencies are very
like to mention a couple activities we may not think of of-
ten. First are volunteer fire departments, some going back
to the 1940s. McCutchanville VFD has been serving its
area since 1946, has about 45 volunteers and made over
1,200 runs in 2008. Scott Township VFD originated in
1955 and has about 33 volunteers making 741 runs in 2008.
German Township VFD, organized in 1959, has about 60  Although covered to some extent in the Comp Plan, trans-

members and during 2008 made 572 runs while Perry portation planning is primarily the responsibility of the
Township VFD was also organized in 1959, has about 45  Evansville Metropolitan Planning Organization. The
volunteers and made about 830 runs in 2008.The most re-  EMPO covers the City of Evansville, all of Vanderburgh
cently organized group is Knight Township VFD beginning County, all of Warrick County, the City of Henderson and
in 1983. It has about 65 members and made over 800 runs  Henderson County in Kentucky and, by agreement, pro-
in 2008. Thatoés a tot al ovides plaaning aksigtanct forZshddn amd Boseg counti@st
almost 12 runs per day for our volunteer fire departments.  Currently the EMPO is working on the 2010-2013 Trans-
The runs could be fire, medical or other emergencies. Both portation Improvement Plan (TIP) and taking public com-

Scott and McCutchanville have some paid employees. ment. There will be a public meeting on Jan.13 at 4 p.m. in
They all deserve t he -co0mnRoami3dl of hsGvic Eeutq forgublic comment. Youe |
deserved thanks. can learn more about the TIP and the EMPO at

www.evansvillempo.com.
Another group we seldom think of is Central Dispatch. Pri-

marily it supports local law enforcement and fire depart- . The Comp Plan describes urban design as a means of im-

ments but also the state police, animal control, airport secu- proving a community's quality of life as a place to live,

rity and many other groups. This is the 911 system. During work and recreate. It can be evaluated on three levels: the

2008 it received over 279,000 incoming calls and made City/County, the neighborhood, and the individual project

89,000 outgoing calls for a total of more than 368, 000 calls level. Urban design is fostered partially through the zoning,

or 1,009 calls per day. subdivision, and other regulatory codes, and in design stan-
dards for public and private improvements. These standards

Utilities and transportation also have a significant effecton .. 4 to be periodically updated and improved to reflect

good land use and are covered in some detail by the Comp
Plan. In particular, the utilities in the plan include water Continued on page 5...
distribution, wastewater collection and treatment, storm

t
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Land use update by Fred Padget

As we felt would happen, the County
Commissioners sent the proposed rezon-
ing for Majestic Place back to the Area
Plan Commission pending a detailed
study of the University Parkway corri-
dor. The intent is for a thorough study
from the Lloyd to Diamond including
future impacts on traffic, roads and inter-
sections, water and sewer availability as
well as potential future land use. In our
opinion, this is a good step and our Com-
missioners should be credited with the
vision to recognize the magnitude of change that will hap-
pen when the Parkway connects with Diamond and poten-
tially on to [-64 sometime in the future. This is the commu-

Fred

The other rezoning request within our area was at 1301 W.
Lloyd Expressway from Manufacturing, M-1 and Commer-
cial, C-4 to Manufacturing, M-2. This property is on the
northwest corner of Fulton Avenue and the Lloyd where
the Sterling Brewery was. The property is currently owned
by the Old Evansville Brewery Development, LLC. The
area is predominately industrial with some C-4, Commer-
cial and the proposed stated future use is for offices and
warehousing. Additionally, it was stated that this rezoning
would provide more flexibility for future development.
There are no residential lots adjacent to the site and the pro-
posed rezoning is consistent with the comprehensive Plan.
The APC recommended approval unanimously.

The APC also heard a declaratory resolution by the Evans-

nityés opportunity to do vill¢ Redevelgpineht Cémhmiesionfta cieage the Medd fokn- a n d

the Commi ssioners for t hesonElommicDeveldpentdm®@a arjd establish dtaly dle-. We

follow the process of the study group with great interest cation area (a tax increment financing area, TIF). Although

and keep you updated. this isn6t a | and use issue
portant because it does affect the west side as well as

The petition to rezone The Korner at 3911 Broadway Ave. Evansville and Vanderburgh County. The crux of the story

from Commercial, C-2 and Residential, R-1 to Commer- is that Mead Johnson wants to produce powdered infant

cial, C-4 was approved unanimously at the Dec. 14 meeting formula in addition to the liquid formula now made there.

of the City Council. As | mentioned last month, a Use and  Evansville was in competition with another out-of-state

Development Commitment limits the uses which the C-4 location for this expansion. It represents an approximate

would allow to only seven new uses. The additional uses $32.8 million investment, 35 jobs and $400,000 per year in

would include various consignment type sales, a property  increased tax revenue as well as some potential spin-off

broker office and a construction office. The APC had previ- jobs. Normally, tax abatement would be used to do this but

ously recommended approval at its November meeting. that didndt make Evansvill e

The APC at its Dec.10 meeting heard two rezoning peti-
tions involving areas within our boundaries. First was at
1601 Fountain Ave. which is also in the CHAIN neighbor-
hood. This petition concerned a 0.2 acre lot with a resi-
dence and requested a down-zoning from Manufacturing,
M-3 to Residential, R-1 which is its current use. This area
was zoned for heavy indu
evolved into an area of mixed use. The petitioners were
planning to sell but were advised it would improve their
potential to sell if it was zoned properly which would be
residential. Normally, these type requests are generally
without opposition and |
being opposed. This petition was opposed by a nearby
neighbor, who owns two or three lots in that area also
zoned M-3 as is her residence. She had planned that some-
time in the future she would sell her property for manufac-
turing or industrial use. By rezoning the adjoining property
to residential, she felt her property would be devalued. It
did bring a different perspective to the case and there was
some discussion but, ultimately, the rezoning request was
recommended for approval unanimously.

cation so the TIF was proposed. In this case, the TIF is lim-
ited to the two existing buildings which will be renovated
and a 5,000 square foot expansion. Taxes collected from
this specific project go back to Mead Johnson over a poten-
tial 10 year period. The tax abatement is, of course, phased
in while money collected though the TIF would pay off a
bond which would supplement the effects of the abatement.

SThereiis a dap ofU$3.8millson for theetotal rdlief to Mc@dd 0 6 s

Johnson estimated to take about 10 years to complete. |
believe a similar arrangement was recently set up for Berry
Pl astics and, i f memory
similar deal with Azteca out on U.S. 41. Both the APC and
ddtyohavé approve@icwaile deveral additioral fstepd rdmairs

does

ty

And finally, city-county consolidation may be back. I re-
member fondly being on a committee in 2004-5 when we

Continued on page 5...
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The Vanderburgh County Soil and Water Conser-

vation District (SWCD) is providing rebates and §
cost-share funds to assist with backyard conserva- [#

tion projects for Vanderburgh County residents.
The three areas covered include: rain barrels (at a
$50.00 rebate); and cost sharing on native plant

projects and rain gardens (at 50% of the cost of

materials up to a $1,000 maximum per project).
This is a golden opportunity for you to improve
your property, conserve water; reduce pollution as
a result of storm water runoff, and save money.

Lawn and garden watering make up nearly 40% of
total household water use during the summer. A
rain barrel collects water and stores it for when you
need it most - during periods of drought - to water
plants, wash your car, or top a swimming pool.
Itprovides an ampl e su
homeowners, containing no chlorine, lime or cal-
cium. This makes it ideal for gardens, flower pots,
and car and window washing. A rain barrel will
save most homeowners about 1,300 gallons of wa-
ter during peak summer months. And storing rain
water not only helps protect the environment, it
saves you money and energy (decreased demand
for treated tap water). Diverting water from storm
drains also decreases the impact of runoff to
streams and rivers.

There are many benefits to planting native species
in your backyard. Because they are originally from
this area, they are well adapted to the soil, water,
and climate conditions. This makes them very low
maintenance, giving you more time to enjoy
them. In addition, native pests keep many of the
plants under control so they do not spread too pro-
lifically or take over an entire area, which further
reduces maintenance, increases plant diversity, and
improves environmental quality. A wide variety of
native trees, shrubs, and wildflowers can add a
beautiful array of color and shape to your landscap-
ing all year long. Because wildlife have evolved
and adapted to the native species, planting them
will provide critical food and shelter for a variety
of animals. Native plants also have extensive root
systems that stabilize soil, reduce erosion, absorb

& runoff water, reduce flooding,
and absorb pollutants. But,
there are several native species
that will spread and dominate a
landscape, so research each
plant before you use it and
¥ place them appropriately in
your landscape.

Dave A rain garden is a shallow de-
pression in your yard that is planted with native
wetland or wet prairie wildflowers and grasses.
This popular new type of perennial garden is strate-
gically located to capture runoff from impervious
surfaces such as roofs, driveways and patios. These
landscaping features help create beautiful yards
while absorbing water, reducing runoff, protecting

water quality and preventing flopding. A rain gar-
ReR En%/your%paﬂ)pe y rhe‘fp? a gHea% éeaﬁ‘ Yith Pf&

venting storm water pollution. Rain gardens can
absorb hundreds of gallons of rain that would oth-
erwise wash pollution down the street into the
nearest river, stream or lake. Even small rain gar-
dens can absorb a lot of rain water.

Contact the Vanderburgh County Soil and Water
Conservation District at (812) 867-0729, or visit
their webpage at vandswcd.org, for more informa-
tion. The SWCD website has much information on
the Backyard Conservation Program, which is
where I retrieved most of the above basic informa-
tion.

Oh the Humanity
The US Census Bureau estimates that the US popu-
lation on Jan. 1, 2010 was 308,402,581, which is
an increase of more than 2,606,000 since New
Years Day 2009. The increase from 2008 is over
five million people, enough to populate Vander-
burgh County 22 times over. The 1800 census esti-
mated that there were 5,308,483 people in U.S.
households, and that included everyone in Boston,
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond,

Continued on page 5
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Land use planni ngéc on twivnmingwddnrhistoac282hhamgwviere Fou can
view those on the state and federal lists. In 1975,

current and future community needs which would
provide opportunities to incorporate standards for a0 you can find in the Municipal

I mproved urban desi gn.coWqfirhs. 1B rheti hakarsolstblidh " €

about this in future articles. an Advisory Committee for t
Arts District which can be found in the Municipal

Code Chapter 2.110.010. The Municipal Code can

be accessed though the City
www.evansvillegov.org.

Evansville established the Evansville Preservation

Historic resources reflect and record a community's
cultural heritage while helping give the area a spe-
cial character and identity. Preserving these re-
sources must be considered in the community's
plans for the future. The preservation of historic
resources can generate significant social, eco-
nomic, educational, and recreational benefits for a
community. Current preservation trends favor
adapting or maintaining historic structures for resi-

The complete version of the Comprehensive Plan
can be viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com and at
most local libraries. And, you can view all parts of
this series of articles at
www.westsideimprovement.org/landuse.htm and
my previous series on our Zoning Ordinances at
www.westsideimprovement.org/zoning_101.htm.

dential use wherever possible. The National Regis-
ter of Historic Places lists 98 historic sites within
Evansville and Vanderburgh County. You can re-
view them at http://nrhp.focus.nps.gov. Or, you can
find the listings at

If you have any comments or questions, please
contact me at fcpadget@aol.com or 428-2529.

Land use update...continued from page 3

put much effort into studying the proposed consolidation at that time. The reason I mention this is that
on Jan. 5 a petition is to be presented to the County Commissioners and City Council requesting we start
the process again. As [ understand it, if the Commissioners and City Council agree, a study committee
would be formed and have about a year to put together a proposal which then could be included in a
ball ot for a public vote. | 6m not clear on
more clarification as time goes on. I f youbp
accessed on the WIA web site at http://westsideimprovement.org/city-county unification.htm or go to
www.westsideimprovement.org, click on news and then City-County Unification. The link to the study
no |l onger exists but i f you go further dowp the
take you to the final proposal. Ahhh, it brings back memories.

O
o

There are no rezonings within the W A boungaries
updated on events as they occur. Agendas and minutes for both the APC and BZA including Staff Re-
ports can be viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com.

Environment éconti nued tfhreonCemsgwes 4Bur eau. That 6s

population of Indiana. It took until 1950 to have a
Raleigh, and many smaller cities (but not the many total US population of over 150 million people,
native Americans still living free). after 200 years of rapid growth (not including the

native population of course), and almost unchecked
Through births, deaths, and migration there is one immigration. With so many of us, our individual
person added to the US population every 14 sec- efforts in conserving natural resources and protect-
onds on average. The rate of US population in- ing the health of the ecosystems that sustain us are
crease, per year, is 0.9 percent, which represents a crucial. Do what you can now, even if it is only a
doubling time of 80 years. small thing like recycling cans or picking up loose

trash, and do more as you are able. We are all in
Approximately 151 million people have been this together and we need everyone pulling their
added to Earth in the past two years, according to weight.

h
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United Way Volunteer Action Center

United Way of Southwestern Indiana operates the Volunteer Action Center (VAC) to help strengthen the
nonprofit sector and connect individuals to meaningful volunteer opportunities year-round. Any 501¢3 is
eligible to list volunteer needs with United Way VAC.

VAC lists a selection of local needs in the Evansville Courier-Press in the You Can Help column which
runs each Sunday. VAC also coordinates community volunteer efforts, such as the annual United Way
Day of Caring, Youth Week of Caring, the Business Volunteer network, Online Volunteer Database and
Volunteer Opportunities Guide.

Those interested in volunteering can call United Way VAC at 812 421-2801 or 2-1-1.

What is United Way 2 -1-1

2-1-1 is an easy-to-remember phone number that connects people with important health and human ser-
vices and volunteer opportunities.

People looking for help can have trouble navigating a complicated web of service providers and pro-
grams. Sometimes not knowing where to begin is the barrier that keeps people from finding the help
they need. All calls are free, confidential, and are answered by trained and caring information and refer-
ral specialists.

Using a comprehensive database created to serve clients, 2-1-1 information and referral specialists are
also well-equipped to help individuals connect with organizations that need volunteers.

Note: The above was taken from the United Neighborhoods of Evansville (UNOE) October, 2009
newsletter.

Meet Your Legislators for 2010 legislative session

Local state legislators make themselves available to answer questions from the public at the Meet Your
Legislators sessions, held monthly in the Browning Room at Central Library. This year the sessions be-
gin at 9:15 a.m. and continue until 11 a.m. The next session will be held Jan. 16. Others sessions will be
held Feb. 6 and March 6.

MYL sponsors are the Evansville Teachers Association, Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library, Izaak
Walton League, League of Women Voters of Southwest Indiana, Plumbers Pipefitters Union, Sustain-
able Communities Coalition, Teamsters Union, United Neighborhoods of Evansville and Valley Watch.

Words of Wisdom
Life is not about waiting for the
i n t h authorarknovén .

stor



2010 Calendar

Saturday, Jan 9, Christmas Tree Recycle (real trees only) and
normal recyclables, 8-12, Civic Center Parking Lot

Saturday, Jan 16, Meet Your Legislators, 9:15 a.m. Central Li-
brary Browning Rm.

Thursday, Jan 28, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg

Saturday, Feb 6, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West

Saturday, Feb 6, Meet Your Legislators, 9:15 a.m., Central Li-
brary Browning Rm

Thursday, Feb 25, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg

Saturday, Mar 6, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West

Saturday, Mar 6 Meet Your Legislators, 9:15 a.m. Central Li-
brary Browning Rm

Thursday, Mar 25, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg

Saturday, Apr 17, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West

Saturday, Apr 17, Tire Recycle Day, 8-12, Civic Center Parking
Lot

Thursday, Apr 22, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg

Saturday, May 1, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West

...Page 7

Saturday, May 15, Electronic Recycle Day, 8-12, Civic Center
Parking Lot
Thursday, May 27, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg
Saturday, Jun 5, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West
Thursday, Jun 24, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg
Saturday, Jul 17, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West
Thursday, Jul 22, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg
Saturday, Aug 7, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West
Thursday, Aug 26, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg
Saturday, Sep 11, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West
Saturday, Sep 11, Tox Away Day, Roberts Stadium Parking Lot
Thursday, Sep 23, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg
Saturday, Oct 2, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West
Saturday, Oct 2, Tire Recycle Day, 8-12, Civic Center Parking
Lot

Monday Oct 4 - Saturday Oct 9, West Side Nut Club Fall Festival

Thursday, Oct 28, UNOE Meeting, 6:30 PM Red Cross Bldg
Saturday, Nov 6, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West
Saturday, Dec 4, Recycle Day, 8-12, Old Wal-Mart West

YES, I|WANT TO HELP WIA

Cut out this section and indicate your choice or make a note on your check.

\[] 8 Generd-Appl y my

donat.i

on where I1Itos

L] & Adopt-A-Spot- Apply my donation toward flowers, plants, and mulch.

L] & Fall Festival Booth- Apply my donation to help maintain our booth.

[l & Memorial for Shirley James- Apply my donation to this project.

E ] & Scholarship- Apply my donation to the scholarship fund.

Please send your donation to:
P.O. Box 6172, West Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172

Your contributions are tax-deductible

mo S

e ]

Membership Application

Individual® $10/year
Householdd $15/year

Full-time Studentd $5/year

Corporate/Organizationd $25/year
Centuryd $100/year

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the West Side.
Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville, IN

47719-0172
Name: € é 6 6 é e ééécéécéeéée Occupation: eéeéecééecéeéée
'Home Address: eéééeéeeéchbesiéeress Addr ess eéééeée
ECity/State/Zip: eééeéécecieepkdatel/ Zip eééecééecé
\Home Phone: ééeeééééecéépesciéness Phone: éeeéeééée
E-mai | : eééeééeéeéeecéeéebBlémber ship Category: e éé
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P.0. Box 6172

West Wabash Station

Evansville, IN 47719-0172
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Exerting influence upon public and private sectors to accomplish those ob-
jectives which will enhance the natural environment of the west side of Van-
derburgh County and serve the common good of the residents.
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President DeAnna Outlaw
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