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 From the President by DeAnna Outlaw 

 

Inside 

Just hold your 

nose and jump.  

Thatôs right; no 

fear in the New 

Year.  Right about 

now youôre proba-

bly thinking, ñIs 

she some kind of 

nut, doesnôt she 

realize what is 

going on with the 

economy: job loss, banks failing, home 

foreclosures, not to mention consumer 

fear and pessimism?ò  Fear can either 

drive you harder to achieve or drive 

you into the ground.  The choice is 

yours to make. 

 

Now is exactly the right time for a 

change of attitude and altitude.  As 

Americans, we 

have been 

known through-

out history to 

pull ourselves 

up, dust our-

selves off, and 

head right into 

the eye of the 

storm to achieve 

our dreams, dar-

ing anyone to get 

in our way. 

Change will only come to those who 

go after it.  Your thoughts and actions 

determine your future.  If you can only 

think of the negatives in life, then that 

is what will be drawn to you.  If on the 

other hand, you are determined to 

brush aside the naysayers and stare 

down the fear of the unknown, you 

will undoubtedly experience an ñahaò 

moment.  Is there a hobby you have 

always wanted to pursue ï maybe 

starting a business, or going back to 

school?  Only you can write the story 

of your life.  Will it end with regrets of 

what could have been or will you be 

sliding home yelling ñWoohoo, what a 

ride.ò 

 

Join me, I plan on a wild ride to the 

finish.  Just hold your nose and jump. 

 

Happy New Year 2009. 

 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
ñLife is what happens to us while 

weôre busy making other plans.ò  -John 

Lennon 

DeAnna 

MEET YOUR LEGISLATORS 

Evansville Central Library 

Jan. 17, Feb. 21, Mar. 21, Apr. 18 

 9:30 a.m. (doors open at 9 a.m.) 

 

 Meet Your Legislators sessions are 

held at  Central Library throughout 

the state legislative session with 

local legislators available to answer 

questions from the public. 
 

MYL sponsors are the Central La-

bor Temple, Evansville Teachers' 

Association, Evansville Vander-

burgh Public Library, Indiana Izaak 

Walton League, League of Women 

Voters of SWIN, Plumbers Union, 

SCC, Teamsters Union, United 

Neighborhoods of Evansville, and 

Valley Watch. 

CHANGE IN DUES PROCEDURE 

 

An important change to our by-laws ap-

proved at the annual meeting establishes 

Mar. 1 as a due date for dues payment. So 

your 2009 dues are due Mar. 1.  Your mem-

bership still covers the calendar year and 

includes the newsletter,  as in the past. We 

understand that for those who waited until 

recently to pay 2008 dues, this will mean 

payment of 2009 dues and 2008 dues back 

to back. But the due date helps us from an 

administrative perspective. Of course weôll 

be tolerant. Your continued membership is 

critical to the success of the Westside Im-

provement Association.  If you have any 

question about your dues, donôt hesitate to 

call Fred Padget at 428-2529 or e-mail at 

fcpadget@aol.com.  



 

 

 

Itôs been a while since a Land Use Committee update, but 

there has been a great deal of activity going on.  

 

In our last newsletter, we told you about 220 acres on the 

west side of University Parkway between Middle Mt. 

Vernon and Hogue Road proposed to be rezoned from Ag-

ricultural to Residential R-3 and R-4, and Commercial C-4. 

The plan is to divide the property into five basic uses: 50 

acres for senior (over 55) housing, nearly 14 acres for as-

sisted living facilities, 9.5 acres for students with families 

housing, another 41 acres for unmarried student housing, 

and 105 acres for commercial development. The owners 

are Gene Pfeiffer and Sheldon and Linda Downey with 

Gene Hahn as developer. The project is known as Majestic 

Place. The APC previously voted 8-to-1 in favor of recom-

mending approval of this proposed rezoning. The County 

Commissioners are planning to hear this petition Jan. 20. 

 

Subsequent to the APC meeting, the neighbors have held 

two large informational/organizational meetings, with by 

far the largest number of participants that Iôve ever seen at 

any such meeting. Additionally, several sub-groups have 

been working on specific tasks such as petition gathering, 

research, and meeting with those who have a stake in the 

outcome of the decision or influence over it. Hardly a day 

goes by without some type of meeting and at least several 

phone conversations or e-mails. The group is very well or-

ganized. To learn more about this group, Grow Responsi-

bly On the Westside Now, you may want to check out their 

web site at www.grown.tv. 

 

Most of the concern centers on the 51 acres for student 

housing and the 105 acres for commercial development. 

The commercial area would be 1.5 times the size of East-

land Mall ï and with Lawndale nearly a ghost town, North 

Park struggling, and a possible really adverse effect on 

Franklin Street, Pearl Drive and even Eastland Mall ï this 

project is not rational for the good of the community. Good 

land use planning and our Comprehensive Plan tell us to 

use in-fill development first, and develop from the core city 

outward. This project does neither.   

 

Also, 41 acres are to be devoted to single student housing, 

with a promise of only 250 single student residents. This 

isnôt logical and doesnôt even make sense from an eco-

nomic standpoint or history ï that would be only six stu-

dents per acre. Eagle Village can house 2048 students and 

sits on six acres ï that equates to 341 students per acre.  

 

But, perhaps, the biggest problem is traffic safety and con-

gestion at the intersection of the Parkway and the Lloyd as 

well as other roads and intersections in the area. Traffic 

will be magnified more than we can possibly anticipate.  

 

This area is eventually going to be developed. We welcome 

good, well thought-out development that will respect the 

character of the area and benefit the county, city and entire 

region. This isnôt it.    

 

In the same general area, there is a request to rezone about 

11 acres from Residential, R-1 to Residential, R-4 and 

Commercial, C-1. This property is at 8530 Middle Mt. 

Vernon Road just off Middle Mt. Vernon, east of the Uni-

versity Parkway. Itôs the same property that Greg Moore 

wanted to put student housing on about three years ago. 

The property is owned by Gilbert Hartig and the developer 

is Ramsey Development Corp. from Tell City. The pro-

posal is in two separate rezoning petitions. The proposed R

-4 would be limited by a Use and Development Commit-

ment (U&DC) to a 55,000-square-foot building consisting 

of 40 assisted living beds and 60 skilled nursing beds for 

the elderly. It would also include a second 20,800-square-

foot building for memory care of the elderly. The C-1 is 

proposed for doctorsô offices and contains a U&DC saying 

it would not allow student housing or apartments. 

 

On Dec. 17 representatives from the Ramsey group as well 

as Trilogy Health Services, who would operate the health 

care facilities, met with the nearby neighbors. Residents of 

Cherry Hill Drive whose back yards would abut the project 

expressed their concerns. A drive and some parking areas 

would be close to the neighbors, and there was questions 

about lighting and traffic noise so close to their property. 

Objections were also expressed about traffic on Middle Mt. 

Vernon and ambulance calls.  

 

Our main concern was the proposed C-1 zoning, which 

would allow apartments, offices, group homes and such, 

but ï of more concern ï would allow 49 types of business 

including fast food operations. We feel a zoning of CO-1 or 

CO-2 would be more appropriate and would allow business 

and professional offices, which is what they are already 

proposing. Although the WIA has not yet taken a position 

on the proposal, it might be something we can consider 

supporting, knowing that development will eventually hap-

pen with that property anyway.  

 

And then there is annexation. Although this isnôt strictly a 

land use issue, we will try to keep you informed about it. 
(Continued on page 3) 

Land use update by Fred Padget 
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Fred Padget on zoning and rezoning, Part IX 

 

Today weôll look at some aspects of the Area 

Plan Commission that may seem a little unusual 

for a planning group but are still an important 

part of what the group does. 

 

Two of these functions are approving a change 

of use and granting occupancy permits. All 

businesses that first occupy a commercial loca-

tion are required to obtain an occupancy permit 

from the APC. When a commercial use on a 

property is changed to a use different from a 

previous use, a change of use permit is required 

and must be filed for review by the Commercial 

Review Committee. Commercial permits are also required 

for any new construction, change of use, commercial occu-

pancy, parking lot, change of access, etc.  These plans are 

reviewed by the Commercial Review Committee (except 

for occupancy permits) and also require a site plan.  

 

Also, if large tracts of land are being divided into parcels, 

there are mandatory guidelines. Likewise, if you want to 

adjust your lot lines, maybe in conjunction with a neighbor, 

there are procedures for that process. All of these processes 

and permitting procedures required by the APC should not 

be confused with requirements of the Building Commis-

sion, which has its own permitting requirements and proce-

dures. 

 

Now a little about the APCôs enforcement powers. Basi-

cally, anyone who fails to comply with the zoning ordi-

nance by conduct or activity, erection, construction, 

enlargement, conversion, moving or maintenance of a 

building or structure is in violation. Actions taken can in-

clude injunctions, abatements. or any other action to pre-

vent, enjoin, abate or remove the violation. The 

APC has two Zoning Enforcement Officers and 

one Zoning Investigator. If you are aware of zon-

ing violations or feel something might be a viola-

tion, donôt hesitate to contact the APC. They will 

investigate. 

 

Before we leave the subject of zoning, I do want 

to mention that the APC web site has an agenda 

of upcoming rezonings (within the time limits it 

must adhere to) along with text and audio of pre-

vious meetings. Also, from the agenda you can 

access staff reports concerning each rezoning by 

clicking on the docket number. The staff reports contain a 

great deal of information pertinent to the specific rezoning 

request, along with maps of the area being rezoned. These 

reports are very informative and useful. 

 

This series of articles is not intended to be a definitive study 

of the code but rather to create an awareness on the part of 

the reader that these subjects are covered in great detail in 

the zoning code and anyone involved in any of these or 

other areas of zoning can seek advice from the APC or 

other professionals. Agendas and minutes for both the APC 

and BZA including Staff Reports can be viewed at 

www.evansvilleapc.com. 

 

This is the end of our series on Zoning and Rezoning. Next 

month, I hope to start a new series titled Land Use Plan-

ning, beginning with the City/County Comprehensive Plan. 

If you have comments or questions, never hesitate to con-

tact me at fcpadget@aol.com or 428-2529. 

Fred 

The proposed area for annexation is approximately bounded by the Perry Township limits (which are coincidental with 

the Indiana/Kentucky state line), the Union Township boundary limits, and just west of Boehne Camp Road to Middle 

Mt. Vernon Road to the north. It measures about 2,142 acres, and contains 637 rental units and 594 single-family resi-

dences as well as most of the commercial development that has occurred just west of Red Bank Road including Home 

Depot, Lowes and Pearl Drive. Although some residents favor annexation, many are opposed, and groups are organiz-

ing in opposition to the annexation. The concerns are higher taxes, lack of snow removal and road de-icing, and a low 

probability of sewers where they are non-existent at the present time ï several areas within the city still do not have 

sewers.  

 

We will keep you updated on these and other events as they occur. Agendas and minutes for both the APC and BZA 

including Staff Reports can be viewed at www.evansvilleapc.com. 

 

As always, be involved. 

(Continued from page 2) 



Environmental News  
by Dave Rockwood, Environmental Committee Chair 

                         

 YES, I WANT TO HELP WIA 

Cut out this section and indicate your choice or make a note on your check. 

General - Apply my donation where itôs most needed. 

Adopt-A-Spot - Apply my donation toward flowers, plants, and mulch. 

Fall Festival Booth - Apply my donation to help maintain our food booth. 

Memorial for Shirley James - Apply my donation to the memorial project. 

Scholarship - Apply my donation to the scholarship fund. 

 

Please send your donation to:   P.O. Box 6172, West Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172  

Your contributions are tax-deductible 

SMART GROWTH FOR DUMMIES 
You may have heard the buzzword, or buzzphrase, 

Smart Growth, but do you know what it is, or what it 

might look like? Not likely, as it is a relatively new 

concept that incorporates a variety of progressive 

strategies, techniques, and designs for urban growth 

and design, and we just donôt have many local exam-

ples yet. Growth of any kind, be it urban, population, or 

economic, has impacts that can be positive or negative, 

and thus growth should be carefully managed. Sprawl 

development has had disastrous consequences on our 

natural environment, creating the greatest transformation 

of the natural landscape in human history, just since the late 1940s. In 400 years of 

development in North America, one-third has occurred in the past 25 years alone, as 

land conversion rates for development have far outpaced population growth rates.  

 

Smart Growth principles include: 

 

Preservation of open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical environmental 

areas 

Strengthening and directing development towards existing communities 

Fostering distinctive, attractive communities with a strong 

sense of place 

Mixed land uses 

Taking advantage of compact building design 

Creating walkable residential and commercial developments 

Providing a variety of transportation choices 

Making development decisions predictable,  fair, and cost ef-

fective 

Supporting community and stakeholder collaboration in de-

velopment decisions 
 

If these principles appeal to you, please ask our local elected 

officials to support Smart Growth and to reject growth which 

is not smart. 
 

Auto-oriented sprawl 

Pedestrian-friendly dense mixed-use development 

Dave 
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Membership Application  
Individualð$10/year  Full-time Studentð$5/year  Corporate/Organizationð$25/year 

Householdð$15/year  Centuryð$100/year 

 

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the West Side. 

Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172 

  

Name:  ééééééééééééééééé Occupation:  ééééééééééééééééé. 

 

Home Address:  ééééééééééééé.. Business Address:  ééééééééééééééé 

 

City/State/Zip:  ééééééééééééé .. City/State/Zip:  éééééééééééééééé.  

 

Home Phone:  éééééééééééééé. Business Phone:  ééééééééééééééé.. 

 

E-mail:  ééééééééééééééééé Membership Category:  éééééééééééé...         

YEAR 2008 AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
By Dave Rockwood 

A proposed metallic sulfide mine threatens to pollute Lake Superior, which holds 10 

percent of the worldôs fresh surface water. Despite expert testimony advising against 

the mine as proposed, and overwhelming public opposition to this proposed mine in 

the Upper Peninsula, the State of Michiganôs Department of Environmental Quality 

has bent over backwards to accommodate the mine. The MDEQ may have proceeded 

illegally and the permitting of the mine is now being reviewed by the state courts.  

 

What does this have to do with anything relevant to Evansville? Itôs just a national 

example of the negative results of population growth. A new power plant being built 

in Western Kentucky can be chalked up to the same root cause as well. More people 

equals more consumption, equals more resources required, equals compromises to 

our environment. These are facts, and as uncomfortable as they may make us, we 

should confront our environmental problems with an understanding of their root 

cause.  

 

In 2008 there were approximately 81,938,000 people added (net) to the world population, a daily increase of about 

224,488, which is roughly the population within Vanderburgh County. That is a lot to ask of the planet, considering the 

resource and waste disposal needs of a typical person living in an advanced nation. Most of the growth is occurring in 

developing countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, where individual impacts are lower. Most nations, however, 

are striving to emulate the resource-intensive lifestyles of western countries. The cumulative impacts of how we each 

treat our planet adds up to a significant outcome, so it really does matter that you participate in environmental conserva-

tion.  

 

In 2008 there were many indicators of progress towards a greener future, with many corporate ñgreenò commitments 

being rolled out, and the election of Mr. Obama, who had a high score (by the League of Conservation Voters) for envi-

ronmental voting in the Senate. But there is not going to be a nifty government plan or technological breakthrough that 

will make it all better ï we must  all pitch in and do what we can to improve our lot.  

 

Here in the Evansville area our main focus should be on reducing air pollution. We know that about 85% of our air pol-

lution is from regional electricity generation and use, as well as industrial outputs; the rest is attributable to transporta-

tion. Water pollution is also a significant concern here.  As the Courier and Press reported on Jan. 7, there appears to be 

widespread mercury pollution in local surface waters.  

 

Keep doing the good work of conservation, and best wishes for a green and healthy 2009. 



 

 

      

Westside Improvement Association officers  
President   DeAnna Outlaw              589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com 

Sr. Vice President  Brenda Jeffers  402-5084 or bjjeffers@vanderburghsurveyor.com 

Jr. Vice President  Carolyn Stagg  catsaald@yahoo.com 

Treasurer   Fred Padget  428-2529 or fcpadget@aol.com 

Secretary   Linda Cleek  422-4288 or elcee@insightbb.com 

Membership secretary  Dot Berning  424-8307 
      

Standing Committee Chairs  
Environment Dave Rockwood Daverockwood@yahoo.com 

Fall Festival DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com 

Land-Use Mike Lockard 401-5249 or mlockard@wowway.com 

Membership Dot Berning 424-8307 or djbern@insightbb.com 

Transportation Bill Harty 424-1501 or wfharty@wowway.com 

Newsletter  Pam Locker 476-9760 or alandscaper@hotmail.com 

 

At -large Board of Directors  

Non -Profit Org.  

U.S. Postage 
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Evansville, IN 47708 

Westside Improvement Association Inc.  
P.O. Box 6172 

West Wabash Station 

Evansville, IN 47719-0172 

William Allen 

John Dillingham 

Paul Farmer 

Wayne Gerteisen 

Bill Harty 

Aphrodite Hudson 

Bill Jeffers 

Bonnie Kolb 

Michael Lockard 

Joyce Moers 

Shelby Musgrave 

Ava Nix 

Phillip Outlaw 

Chris Reddington 

Mel Runge 

Dave Rockwood 

Sam Wentzel 

Exerting influence upon public and private sectors to accomplish those ob-
jectives which will enhance the natural environment of the west side of Van-

derburgh County and serve the common good of  the residents.  

WIA  welcomes new members: 
 

Alan and Brian Schaffstein 

Schaffstein's Truck Clean, LLC. 

Hetty Sloots and Peter Vollenberg 
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